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setting up the Kingdom of God upon the

earth. What evidences have the Latter-

day Saints to offer to the world that

he accomplished this important work?

First, the work itself: the institution

which he organized—it is an exact fac-

simile of that which Christ instituted

when He ministered upon the earth. Did

the ancient Apostles teach faith in the

Lord Jesus Christ as the Savior of the

world—did they teach salvation in His

name? Yes, and so do we! Did they teach

repentance, which includes the forsaking

of sin? Yes, and so do we! Did they teach

baptism by immersion for the remission

of sin? And the laying on of hands for the

reception of the Holy Ghost? The resur-

rection of the dead and future rewards

and punishments? Yes, and so do we!

Did they have in the Church Apos-

tles, Prophets, Seventies, Elders, Bish-

ops, Evangelists, Pastors, Teachers, and

Deacons—together with other helps and

governments in the Church organiza-

tion? Yes, and the same are in the

Church of Christ today, which Joseph

Smith, under God, has organized on the

earth.

Did the ancient Saints enjoy the spir-

itual gifts and blessings of the Gospel—

the gifts of knowledge, wisdom, faith,

healing, tongues, interpretations, dis-

cerning of spirits, revelation, prophecy,

visitation of angels, etc.? Yes: and do

the Latter-day Saints enjoy these things?

You know they do, for you are wit-

nesses of these things—then this insti-

tution exactly resembles that which Je-

sus established upon the earth when He

was here. It is the same in its princi-

ples and ordinances; its officers and or-

ganization; and the same results—the

same gifts and graces grow out of obedi-

ence to its requirements. If you compare

the institution known as the Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, with

that institution described in the New

Testament, you will find they correspond

with each other, as face answers to face

in the mirror. This feat of organizing

a Church which should in every respect

resemble that of Christ's, has been the

ambition of the learned and pious re-

formers for centuries past; but they have

failed. The world, however, are now com-

pelled to admit one or the other of the

two following conclusions: Either Joseph

Smith, unlettered youth though he was,

has so far outstripped the learning and

wisdom of ages, and by the power of his

own genius accomplished that which ge-

nius aided by scholarship could not do

in previous centuries; or else they must

conclude that God has in very deed again

spoken from heaven, and revealed the

Gospel and the organization of His King-

dom, through Joseph Smith. The first

conclusion is absurd; the second is the

true solution of the mystery, and thou-

sands testify of it.

Another reason I would offer to sus-

tain his being called of God, is—he

started right. I have seen a motto some-

where, which reads: "Well begun, is half

done."

Jesus, when among His disciples on

one occasion, appeared curious to know

what people thought of Him; so He said

to His Apostles, "Whom do men say that

I the Son of Man am?" He was answered,

that some said He was John the Bap-

tist, others Elias, or one of the prophets.

"But whom say ye that I am?" Peter an-

swered, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of

the living God." "Blessed art thou, Simon

Bar-jona," said Jesus, "for flesh and blood

hath not revealed this unto thee, but my

Father which is in heaven * * * and upon

this rock will I build my church; and the


