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received in fulfillment of this promise in

the Doctrine and Covenants.

But I read further, in the same sec-

tion, "And these signs shall follow them

that believe—In my name they shall do

many wonderful works; In my name they

shall cast out devils; In my name they

shall heal the sick; In my name they

shall open the eyes of the blind, and un-

stop the ears of the deaf; And the tongue

of the dumb shall speak; And if any man

shall minister poison unto them it shall

not hurt them; And the poison of a ser-

pent shall not have power to harm them.

But a commandment I give unto them,

that they shall not boast themselves of

these things, neither speak them before

the world." That is, we shall not boast be-

fore the world that God has promised to

deliver us of these things. We may learn

a lesson from Jesus on this subject—The

devil took Him to the pinnacle of the

temple, and now, said he, if thou art the

Son of God, cast thyself down, for it is

written, I will give mine angels charge

concerning thee, and in their hands shall

they bear thee up, lest at any time thou

dash thy foot against a stone. "It is also

written," replied Jesus, "thou shalt not

tempt the Lord thy God." So today, we

shall not boast ourselves of these things,

and tempt the Lord.

But are these signs and blessings

in the Church which Joseph Smith

established? You, my brethren and

sisters, know they are: you know

that it is a common thing to send

for the Elders to administer to the

sick, and they are healed, and thou-

sands in Utah, and hundreds through-

out the world, can testify that they have

seen the power of God manifest in the

Church. If these promises made through

Joseph Smith, had not been realized,

it would have proven him an impostor;

their being fulfilled, is an evidence that

he was called of God.

The Lord gave unto ancient Israel a

rule by which they might prove the men

who spake to them in the name of the

Lord, that theymight knowwhether God

had sent them or not; you will find it in

the 18th chapter of Deuteronomy, 22nd

verse.

"When a prophet speaketh in the

name of the Lord, if the thing follow

not, nor come to pass, that is the thing

which the Lord hath not spoken, but the

prophet hath spoken it presumptuously:

thou shalt not be afraid of him."

This, then, was the test made; if

their prophecies failed to come to pass

when the wheel of time brought them

due, the Lord had not sent them. If

their prophecies were fulfilled, then Is-

rael might know that the Lord had sent

them. Since it is claimed that Joseph

Smith is a Prophet of God, let us try him

by this rule. Many of his predictions are

on record, let us examine them. We must

confine ourselves to a few, however, for

lack of time prevents us from making a

very extensive examination.

I call your attention to a prediction

recorded in section 103, of the Doctrine

and Covenants, verses 5, 6 and 7.

"But verily I say unto you, that I have

decreed a decree which my people shall

realize, inasmuch as they hearken from

this very hour unto the counsel which I,

the Lord their God, shall give unto them.

Behold they shall, for I have decreed it,

begin to prevail against mine enemies

from this very hour. And by hearken-

ing to observe all the words which I, the

Lord their God, shall speak unto them,

they shall never cease to prevail until

the kingdoms of the world are subdued


