
visions given them from the Almighty, and 
they have said: “I know you are a servant of 
the Lord, for you were shown to me in the 
night vision.” These and other blessings are 
given to us on condition that we are dili-
gent and faithful. If we fail to receive them, 
the failure is not on the part of the Lord, 
nor in His servants who preside over us, 
but the fault lies in ourselves alone.

This failure to realize all the blessings 
and powers of the Priesthood does not ap-
ply to the elders and lesser Priesthood only; 
but it applies to the higher quorums, and 
comes home to ourselves, who are Apostles 
of Jesus Christ. We are presented before 
the Church, and sustained as prophets, 
seers and revelators, and we have received 
oftentimes the gift of prophecy and rev-
elation, and have received many great and 
glorious gifts. But have we received the 
fullness of the blessings to which we are 
entitled? No, we have not. Who, among 
the Apostles have become seers, and enjoy 
all the gifts and powers pertaining to that 
calling? Still it is our privilege to become 
prophets, seers and revelators, for these 
blessings were promised us through the 
Prophet Joseph, in the year 1836. Now I 
don’t think many of us have attained to 
these gifts, but it is not the fault of the 
Almighty, but the fault is in ourselves. 
And can they be realized by us? Certainly 
they can, if we are faithful in seeking for 
them. The Prophet Joseph would not 
have attained to these glorious gifts if he 
had not lived for them, and he would not 
have held out these inducements to us, un-
less they could have been obtained. These  
things were renewed at our last fall Confer
ence, and they are brought home to us, 
and it is our privilege to live for them and 
enjoy them in their fullness, according to

our faith. Brother Charles C. Rich has 
had visions from the Lord, and revelations 
through which he has been forewarned 
of dangers that threatened him; by which 
means his life has been preserved from time 
to time. And these are some of the gifts of 
God, and should be cultivated in our feel-
ings and in our faith, for God is no respecter 
of persons, but is willing to give to all men 
liberally, and upbraid not. But all cannot be 
Apostles. Some have to take the presidency 
in different ages. Enoch was chosen in his 
day, and Abraham and Moses in theirs, and 
Joseph in our day, and unto him was given 
the power to translate the ancient records, 
and to bring forth abundance of revelations. 
And those who are called to perform special 
missions in opening up dispensations of the 
Gospel to the children of men, as Joseph and 
others were called of the Lord, He endows 
more fully with these gifts; but this does not 
hinder others from enjoying similar gifts 
according to His promises, and according 
to our faithfulness. And I have thought the 
reason why we have not enjoyed these gifts 
more fully is, because we have not sought 
for them as diligently as we ought. I speak 
for one, I have not sought as diligently as 
I might have done. More than forty years 
have passed away since these promises were 
made. I have been blessed with some rev-
elations and prophecies, and with dreams 
of things that have come to pass; but as 
to seeing things as a seer, and beholding 
heavenly things in open vision, I have not 
attained to these things. And who is to 
blame for this? Not the Lord; not brother  
Joseph—they are not to blame. And so it is  
with the promises made to you in your 
confirmations and endowments, and  
by the patriarchs, in your patriarchal
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