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blessings; we do not live up to our privi-
leges as saints of God and elders of Israel;
for though we receive many blessings that
are promised to us, we do not receive them
in their fullness, because we do not seek
for them as diligently and faithfully as we
should.

The work in which we are engaged has
occupied the attention of the Prophets in
all ages, and they have prophesied con-
cerning it, and have rejoiced in contem-
plating the day and age in which we live.
The Prophet Isaiah says: “How beautiful
upon the mountains are the feet of them
that bringeth good tidings, that saith unto
Zion, Thy God reigneth! Thy watchmen
shall lift up the voice; with the voice to-
gether shall they sing: for they shall see eye
to eye, when the Lord shall bring again
Zion.”

It is through faith we are made par-
takers of these glorious blessings, for by
faith all the blessings promised are to be
obtained; by faith the holy men of old
obtained promises pertaining to future
generations, and by faith the Gospel has
been restored to the earth, with the gifts
and powers of the holy Priesthood, with
the promise that it shall never be taken
from the earth. Joseph, who was sold into
Egypt, through his righteousness and
faith obtained great promises concern-
ing his seed who should dwell upon this
land. And through faith a portion of his
seed was brought from Jerusalem and led
by the Almighty on the borders of the
Red Sea, and brought over the great deep
unto a land that is choice above all other
lands. By faith the Nephites received the
ministrations of the Savior after His res-
urrection from the dead, through the
covenants made with their fathers. By
faith the brother of Jared saw the wonders
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of eternity, and saw the time when the
wicked would be destroyed from the face
of the earth; and like Enoch, Abraham,
Moses and others, saw all things that were
to take place upon the earth to the end of
time. This latter-day work which occupies
our attention, was shown to the prophets
thousands of years before we were born.
Don’t you suppose they prayed for it,
and sought unto the Lord to know when
these things should come to pass, and what
should be the sign of His coming, and the
end of the world? Through faith covenants
were made with the Nephite prophets, that
the sacred records should be preserved and
should come forth in the last days for the
blessing and salvation of their posterity,
and all others who would receive them. It
has been our privilege to receive these sa-
cred things, and have withal the fullness of
the Everlasting Gospel, and if we have the
faith that was in them, and live as Saints
of God, we shall not be careless and indif-
ferent, but our souls will be filled with joy
and gladness, because of the many mer-
cies and blessings that are promised to us,
in our calling as elders and priests, and as
seers and revelators. If we lived fully up to
our privileges, and attained to all the bless-
ings and powers that are promised, and
were filled with the spirit of the Lord, we
should have more influence, and our min-
istrations would be of more benefit to the
people of God.

I am glad the Lord has spared my life to
behold this day, and that I am numbered
among His people, a people who have been
acknowledged of the Lord as His chosen
people. We should all feel thankful for living
prophets and apostles, who have been given
for the work of the ministry, and for the
perfecting of the Saints. I rejoice, moreover,
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