
religion, this implicit trust in a God who 
can hear and who can answer prayer, in a 
God who is not on the side of the greatest 
numbers, unless the greatest numbers are 
in the right; in a God whose power is not 
exerted in behalf of the strongest battal-
ions, nor of the heaviest artillery, unless 
the strongest battalions and the heaviest 
artillery are in the right. We believe, as it 
has sometimes been stated, that God and 
one man are a great majority, and that 
when He purposes to accomplish a cer-
tain work, all the powers of earth and the 
powers of hell combined cannot prevent 
the accomplishment of that work; that 
there is no power that can by any possibil-
ity defeat His purposes; and that He will 
interpose by the exercise of His Almighty 
power in behalf of the individual, in be-
half of the community, or in behalf of the 
nation concerning whom He has spoken, 
and who are seeking to do his will. We 
have proved this, at least to our own sat-
isfaction. The history of the people is full 
of illustrations of the most remarkable 
character establishing this truth, so far as 
we are concerned, beyond all controversy; 
and I am happy to say that this faith is 
increasing instead of decreasing among 
the Latter-day Saints. I am happy in this 
knowledge. In my associations with our 
people in various places, I find that there 
is a steady growth of faith in that God 
whom we worship, and in His power to 
save and to deliver us, and in his power 
to bless us and to grant unto us the righ-
teous desires of our hearts. This does not 
necessarily require a suspension of law. It  
was no suspension of law on the part of 
our Savior, that caused Him to gather 
from the elements the bread and the  
fishes necessary to feed the multitude. It  
was no suspension of law that caused

Him to open the eyes of the blind, or to 
cause the sick to be healed. It was no sus-
pension of law that caused Him to ascend 
in the sight of His disciples after His res-
urrection when He visited them. I know 
that miracles are said to be a suspension of 
law; but instead of their being a suspension 
of law, they are due to a knowledge of a 
higher law, to a comprehension of greater 
laws, by the knowledge of which, what are 
called miracles are wrought. To a person 
who never saw the effect of electricity, if 
he were in this Tabernacle and were to see 
these lights kindled instantaneously by the 
touch of electricity—a person who did not 
understand the laws of electricity, would 
say, “Why this is miraculous.” Or to an 
ignorant person, a person who knew noth-
ing of the law of electricity, it would seem 
marvelous that one standing at the end of 
a wire, stretched under the ocean could, 
by touching that wire, communicate a dis-
tance of nearly 3,000 miles, and could talk 
to a person at the other end of the wire. 
Had this been mentioned in the days of 
our forefathers, they would have declared 
it was an impossibility. Such power would 
have been miraculous in their eyes, and 
they would have said that such a thing was 
contrary to all known laws concerning the 
transmission of sound and thought; but to 
us who understand this law—or if we do 
not understand it, who see the operations 
of electricity; who know that we can go to 
the telegraph office and send a message to 
Europe from this city, and get a reply with-
in a few hours; in fact, receive it here at a 
time of the day earlier than it was transmit-
ted from there, which is frequently done. 
We, who witness this, no longer look 
upon it as a miracle, or as a suspension  
of law, or a violation of the laws which
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