
govern the transmission of sound or 
thought. We accept it because we have 
become familiar with it. And so, if we un-
derstood the law by which Jesus operated 
when He fed the multitude, it would be 
as simple to us as the law of electricity is 
today. If we understood the law by which 
the sick were healed, and sight restored to 
the blind, or by which He counteracted 
the laws of gravitation, and ascended in 
the sight of His disciples into heaven—if 
we understood these laws, they would be 
simple to us, as all laws are when they are 
understood.

There is no suspension of law on the 
part of our Father when He interposes in 
behalf of His children. He has minister-
ing spirits who minister unto those, as the 
Apostle tells us, who shall be heirs of sal-
vation. Jesus conveys the idea very beauti-
fully, when He says, that not one hair of 
our heads falls to the ground unnoticed. 
This was the kind of faith which He taught 
His disciples, and it is the kind of faith that 
was believed in by the ancients, by those 
who wrote the Bible, by those who wrote 
the Book of Mormon, and it is the faith 
that is transmitted to us, which God is en-
deavoring to establish in the hearts of the 
children of men, to bring them nearer to 
Him, and enable them to partake of that 
power which He is willing to bestow upon 
men, if they will follow after Him.

As I have said, the history of this Church 
is full of instances of this character. When 
we started out from the State of Illinois, 
and crossed the Mississippi when it was fro-
zen over, the leading men of this Church,  
sending their wagons on with the few  
goods they had, they launched forth into a 
wilderness, not knowing where they were 
going. Moses and the children of Israel,

when they left Egypt, had a more definite 
idea of their destination than the Latter-
day Saints had, when they left Illinois; be-
cause the children of Israel knew that the 
promises which had been made to their 
father Abraham, concerning Canaan, (and 
which was the residence of the heads of 
their tribes) must be fulfilled. The tra-
ditions of the people led them to look 
back to Canaan, as the land which they 
would eventually inherit. But there were 
no such traditions for us to lean upon. 
Before the people stretched an uninhab-
ited wilderness, two thousand miles in 
extent, concerning which but little was 
known, but the people had no hesitation. 
God had spoken by the mouth of His 
servant Joseph Smith, the Prophet, con-
cerning the Latter-day Saints, that they 
should be in the Rocky Mountains, and 
should become a numerous people, a great 
people. The Twelve Apostles who then 
presided over the Church, were led by 
the Spirit of God to organize the people 
into companies, and to encourage them to 
look forward to a journey in the wilder-
ness to a land to which God would lead 
us, and that when we should find it, we 
should know it was the land that He de-
signed for us. There were inviting places 
in Iowa, for Iowa was then comparatively 
uninhabited. We followed Indian trails 
with our wagons, for there was no regu-
lar wagon road. We built bridges across 
the streams of Iowa—that is, streams that 
were not fordable—over which to take 
our wagons and cattle. The whole coun-
try was a waste. The Latter-day Saints 
might, had they chosen, have settled 
there, but the voice of the Spirit was not  
to settle there. We crossed the Missouri 
River, remained during the winter upon  
i t s  banks ,  and then in  the  spr ing
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