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the pioneers launched out through what

is now the State of Nebraska, which

was then Indian Territory. The fertil-

ity of those plains did not tempt them

to make that their abiding place, but

they pressed on, not a man in the com-

pany knowing where they were going,

not a man in the company who had ever

trod the ground before, or who knew

anything, by practical experience, of the

character of the region upon which they

were entering.

Now, this was faith in God. It is

easy to say, after it has been demon-

strated that settlements could be made

in these mountains—that crops could be

raised—it is easy to say that this was

not much of an undertaking. I am re-

minded of a story told of Columbus. Af-

ter he had made the discovery of Amer-

ica, and returned to Spain, upon one oc-

casion, while at a banquet with a num-

ber of Spanish grandees, someone made

light of the discovery he had made, of

the voyage that he had undertaken, and

the result of it. He picked up an egg

that was lying near, and asked which of

them could make that egg stand on end.

They all tried it, but failed; they could

notmake the egg stand on end. He there-

upon took the egg, knocked it on the ta-

ble, and flattened it, and made the egg

stand. "Gentlemen," said he, "it is easy

to make an egg stand on end when you

know how to do it." It is easy to dis-

cover a land after it has been discov-

ered. It is easy to talk about the set-

tlement of these valleys, and that which

has been done here; after the work has

been accomplished and the problem has

been solved; after it has been demon-

strated beyond all possible doubt that

this country is habitable, that these val-

leys will produce crops to sustain human

life, and that these streams that flow

from the mountains can be used for the

irrigating of these lands, and used suc-

cessfully. But there was a time when

there was a doubt concerning this. When

the pioneers reached this valley, there

was no doubt in the mind of the man who

led the people, whatever there might be

in the minds of others. His mind was

clear, and the whole people felt that he

had the right from God, as His servant,

to designate the spot. They had faith

to believe that God would sustain them

in doing what they were told, and they

planted themselves on this spot, having

faith in God, believing that He would

hear them, believing that He had heard

them, believing that he would still con-

tinue to protect them, and fulfill all His

promises which He had made, and they

proved then, if they had not proved be-

fore, that God the Eternal Father is a

God nigh at hand and not afar off. And

when the crickets came down, as they

did in 1848, in myriads from the moun-

tains, blackening the whole face of the

valley, sweeping off during one night

fields of grain that were as promising

as fields could be, and leaving them as

bare as the palm of a man's hand, even

then their faith did not fail: they still

had confidence that that God who had

led them thus far would still continue to

preserve them, and would supply their

wants; and when it seemed as though

their faith had been tried to the very ut-

termost, when the last point had been

reached, God interposed by a very nat-

ural means. He did not come down Him-

self, that is in our sight, for us to see Him

visibly; His angels did not come for us to

see them visibly; but He sent the gulls

who came by thousands, and devoured

those crickets, leaving them in heaps

along the edges of the water ditches.

Having eaten their fill, they then


