
vomited, and having eaten again, vomited 
again, and thus continued the work of de-
vouring, until every field was clear of those 
destructive insects. Now, an unbeliever 
might not have seen the hand of God in 
this, but the hearts of the Latter-day Saints 
did see His hand, and profound gratitude 
was aroused. Prayers of thanksgiving as-
cended unto the God of heaven for His 
interposition in our behalf. The people felt 
that their God was still near to them, that 
He still heard and answered their prayers, 
and granted unto them the desires of their 
hearts.

And thus it has been from that day 
until the present time. Notwithstanding 
the many measures that have been taken 
against us as a people, the many plots 
that have seemed so promising to those 
who framed them concerning the destruc-
tion of the Latter-day Saints; when it has 
seemed that destruction was inevitable, 
that no power could save us, God has in-
terposed by His wonderful power and we 
have escaped, and today, notwithstanding 
these many efforts, we are a free people in 
the mountains, having the privilege, that 
God said we should have, of worshipping 
Him, and enjoying peace and prosperity, 
if we would but continue to put our trust 
in him and keep His commandments; so 
that today, throughout all these valleys, 
from one end to the other, there is a people 
found who, notwithstanding all the threats 
that are fulminated, all the projects that 
are started, all the efforts that are made 
to destroy us as a religious organization, 
to break down our liberties, to rob us of 
those rights which are dear to every man 
who has been born free— notwithstanding 
these threats, a reign of peace and undis-
turbed quiet prevails throughout all

these valleys, in the breasts, in the hous-
es, in the family circles, of all the Latter-
day Saints from one end of this land to 
the other. A grander exhibition of faith, a 
more sublime exhibition of confidence in 
God cannot be witnessed anywhere upon 
the face of the earth, than is afforded by 
the example of the Latter-day Saints. They 
do bear witness unto the heavens, unto 
God the Eternal Father, unto holy angels, 
and unto all men, that whatever unbelief 
may prevail elsewhere, whatever the feel-
ings of skepticism may be in other lands, 
and among other peoples, they at least 
have, unwaveringly and undoubtingly, re-
lied upon His glorious promises, and are 
willing to trust him to the very uttermost, 
believing that He is indeed a God who is, 
as I have said, near at hand and not afar 
off. In fact, outside of this people you 
can scarcely find a man or a woman who 
has any clear conception concerning God 
Himself. You ask members of churches, 
“What is your God like? Who is the Being 
whom you worship?”—and the reply, 
doubtless, of many, would be, “great is the 
mystery of godliness. That is something 
we do not comprehend.” It is a forbidden 
topic, almost. You ask ministers of reli-
gion concerning the character and form of 
God, and how few there are who will at-
tempt to make any sort of a reasonable an-
swer. They have no idea, scarcely. Do they 
believe Him to be a personal being? I have 
scarcely ever found a professing Christian 
who did believe this. They say God is a 
spirit. True enough. But has God no  
powers? Is God a diffused substance, fill-
ing all creation? That is the idea that many 
have. And you get the professed Christian 
and the professed infidel, and let each  
of them talk about God, and they are
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