
through my mind associated therewith, 
which it may not be amiss, in part at least, 
to make known.

There are certain circumstances which 
take place in our associations with the 
things of God that tend to lead our minds 
to reflection and thought. We have been 
building a temple here. We have exerted 
ourselves for a number of years for the 
accomplishment of that object. We have 
completed it, it has been accepted by 
the Lord, and we are now administering 
therein. In these administrations there 
are many things that tend to lead men to 
thought and reflection. We meet in our 
congregations as we are doing here to-
day, and in thus meeting we pass along 
through the common routine of religious 
duties which devolve upon us; but when 
we go into those sacred places there are 
certain requirements made of us, that, 
whether we may have thought about these 
things before or not, are then brought to 
our remembrance. In the first place people 
desirous to go and attend to ordinances 
in these houses, must have a recommen-
dation from their Bishop. That is one of 
those—I was going to say—ugly facts. 
That is, ugly to those who are not pre-
pared to pass through that ordeal, whose 
lives have been careless, whose actions 
have been improper, and whose stand-
ing perhaps is precarious—that is one of 
those facts that must be faced. Then when 
they have obtained this recommendation 
from the Bishop, it must be endorsed by 
the President of the Stake, and after that 
have the sanction of the President of the 
Church. This is quite an ordeal for many 
men to go through. For men and women 
who are upright, virtuous and honorable, 
it is a very simple matter; there is no diffi-
culty in their way at any time; but to those

who have been careless of their duties, who 
have departed from the laws of God, and 
who have tampered with, or violated the 
ordinances of the Gospel—to such people 
it is a critical time. However, there is 
something far more difficult than that yet 
to come. That is only a starting point in 
these matters. The things that are ahead are 
a great deal more difficult to accomplish. 
What are they? The time will come when 
we shall not only have to pass by those 
officers whom I have referred to—say, 
to have the sanction and approval of our 
Bishop, of the President of the Stake and 
of the President of the Church—but we 
are told in this book [the Book of Doctrine 
and Covenants] that we shall have to pass 
by the angels and the Gods. We may have 
squeezed through the other; we may have 
got along tolerably well, and been passed 
and acted upon, and sometimes a “tight 
squeak” at that; but how will it be when we 
get on the other side, and we have the an-
gels and the Gods to pass by before we can 
enter into our exaltation? If we cannot pass, 
what then? Well, we cannot, that is all. 
And if we cannot, shall we be able to enter 
into our exaltation? I think not. What do 
you think about it?

A great many things of this kind are 
continually presenting themselves be-
fore me. All kinds of cases are brought 
to my attention, and some of them are 
of a very serious nature. I had a case only 
this morning. I am not going to men-
tion names, nor to expose persons; but it  
was a case of a sister who had been mar-
ried to a man, actually sealed to him, in 
the Endowment House. The man, from 
what I was given to understand—of 
course I do not know all the details of the 
case, it will have to be inquired into by
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