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Some of the brethren mentioned that

we are now on a more elevated plane

than we were a while ago. We ought

to be. We do not expect to remain in

the position that we were. We ought

to be increasing in intelligence and in

knowledge, and be preparing ourselves

for those things that are to come. Yet

we find men that are careless, such as

the person I have referred to. By and by

death comes along, they pass out of ex-

istence; and while it is the feeling and

desire to do the dead man justice, and all

men justice, and to act upon correct prin-

ciples in regard to all, it would scarcely

seem just under some of those circum-

stances to carry our charity so far that

we would unite a woman with a man,

who, when he came forward and wanted

to pass by the angels and the Gods, they

said to him, "Stop! and take another

course. You have not yet paid the penalty

of your wickedness, and the contempt

of God's laws and His kindness. You

cannot come forth in this first thousand

years; you must wait for the second."

Then what of the children, and what of

the wife who perhaps has been faithful,

and might have been in very different

circumstances, if she had not attached

herself to a man of that description?

These are things for us to reflect

upon. We shall not have everything our

own way about these matters. When we

pass out of this world we are left at the

mercy of somebody else. If we are res-

urrected it will be because Jesus is the

resurrection, and there are eternal laws

and principles that will have to be met

by us all, and that cannot be avoided. Je-

sus says: "I am the resurrection and the

life: he that believeth in me, though he

were dead, yet shall he live: And whoso-

ever liveth and believeth in me shall

never die." Certain ones will come forth

in the first resurrection, and others will

not come forth until the second. For the

path of the just is upward and onward all

the time, while the path of the unjust is

downward.

These are questions, I say, for us to

reflect upon. If we are the Saints of God,

it is necessary we should begin to learn

to do the will of God on the earth as

it is done in the heavens: for it is not

every one that saith, Lord, Lord, that

shall enter into Christ's kingdom, but he

that doeth the will of the Father who

is in heaven. We think sometimes we

can do as we please. We may do as

we please, and then God will do as He

pleases; and for every word and for ev-

ery secret thought we shall be brought

to judgment, we are told.

Some of these things when we reflect

upon them are matters of very great im-

portance. We are not here to do our

own will, but the will of our heavenly

Father. Some men who think they are

doing pretty well, and doing, according

to their own expression, "as they darned

please," will wake up to find they have

not been doing the will of God. They

may have thought that they had wives

and children, but they will wake up to

find that they have not got them, and

that they are deprived of many of those

great blessings they anticipated enjoy-

ing. With all of our mercy, kindness and

tender feeling towards our brethren and

sisters, and towards all people, we can-

not violate the law of God, nor transgress

those principles which He has laid down

with impunity. He expects us to do those

things that are acceptable before Him,

and if we don't we must pay the penalty

of our departure from correct principle.

These are things that are of very


