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found thus negligent? If people do

wrong let them be brought up, and let

the Teachers, Priests, and Bishops clear

their garments of them, and feel that

they have done their duty and puri-

fied the Church so far as they could.

The Presidents of Stakes should see that

these things are carried out according to

the laws of God. This is a standard we

must attain to, so that when people say,

"Can we go into the Temple of the Lord?"

we may know exactly their status, what

position they occupy, and what to do with

them, without having to take up the

records of the dead. These are respon-

sibilities devolving upon us. Our Elders

go abroad to preach the Gospel and to

gather in the people. When they are thus

gathered the Presidents of Stakes, the

Bishops, Priests, Teachers and Deacons

are expected to watch over them, and see

that they are fulfilling their obligations,

or that they are not fulfilling them. If

they fail to do their duty, let them be

brought to account; let them be dealt

with according to the laws of God. If they

repent, forgive them; but it is expected

that all who have taken upon them the

name of Christ will obey the laws of God,

and walk in obedience to His commands.

These are some things that we all of us

have to be responsible for, and therefore

I, occupying the position that I do, feel

it my duty to lay these things before you

and to require them at your hands—that

is at the hands of the President of the

Stake and his Counselors, at the hands

of the Bishops and their Counselors, at

the hands of the High Council, and at

the hands of the Priests, Teachers, and

Deacons; for I don't want to carry myself

the sins of the people. God expects us

to purge ourselves from iniquity, that we

may become the chosen of the Lord, and

our offspring with us, not in name or in

theory, but in deed and in truth, and ac-

cording to the laws of life, and the spirit

that dwells in Jesus Christ, our Sav-

ior, which every one of us ought to have

dwelling in us and dwelling and abiding

in our habitations, that we may feel that

we are devoted to our God, blameless

before the Lord, and keeping His com-

mandments.

These are things that it is proper

for us to reflect upon. We enter into

obligations here as young men or young

women, or as old men or old women, as

the case may be, no matter what or how

we enter into covenants before God, holy

angels and witnesses, and pledge our-

selves in the most solemn manner to be

true to these covenants, and if we vio-

late these covenants, and trample under

foot the ordinances of God, we ought to

be dealt with by the Church, and either

repent of our sins or be cut off from the

Church, so that by purging the Church

from iniquity, we may be acceptable be-

fore God. For the Gods spoken of, are not

going to associate with every scalawag in

existence; scalawags are not going where

they are; and if men do not live accord-

ing to the laws of a Celestial kingdom,

they are not going into a Celestial glory;

they cannot pass by the angels and the

Gods, who are set to guard the way of

life. Straight is the gate and narrow is

the way that leads to life, and few there

be that find it.

Is God merciful? Yes. Will He treat

His children well? Yes. He will do the

very best He can for all. But there are

certain eternal laws by which the Gods

in the eternal worlds are governed and

which they cannot violate, and do not

want to violate. These eternal princi-

ples must be kept, and one principle

is, that no unclean thing can enter into


