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ancient church, and these revealed in

extraordinary plainness and power by

an unlettered youth who had had no

chance of education save that which the

common schools of the country afforded.

There has never been a day since this

Church was organized until this day of

our Lord, 54 years and upwards, that

an Elder of the Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints ever failed to main-

tain the divine authenticity of the doc-

trines which he had been sent out to

preach when brought in contact with

the most learned men of the day, the

most skilled theologians. At no period

in our history has this not been the case.

Sending out unlettered men, sending out

men not taught in the schools of the-

ology, sending out men from the fields,

the bench and workshops, as the Sav-

ior sent out His disciples from the low-

est walks of life, with the Bible in their

hands, to preach the Gospel as God has

restored it; and wherever they have been

brought in contact with the clergy of the

day, in controversy or otherwise, they

have always been successful in main-

taining their doctrines from the Scrip-

tures. Let any man examine the system

that Joseph taught, the organization of

the Church itself, with all its officers, the

ordinances and the doctrines, and he will

be compelled to admit as was admitted to

me by a prominent Member of Congress,

who was one of our bitter enemies, that

it is the greatest organization on earth.

Said this gentleman: "Mr. Cannon, I

have examined the organization of your

Church: I am familiar with the Catholic

organization; but your organization is

the most magnificent of anything I have

ever had my attention directed to. It is

superior to every other organization on

the earth. Where did you get it?" Of

course he was not willing to give God any

credit for it. I give Him all credit, and not

Joseph Smith, nor Brigham Young, nor

any other man who has been identified

with this Church of Christ.

But there are other points to which

my mind is led this afternoon, in connec-

tion with this subject. Joseph Smith re-

ceived the ministration of angels; so he

testified. He testified that an angel came

to him and taught him the doctrines that

he afterwards taught to the people. If I

can find the place I will read a little:

"While I was thus in the act of calling

upon God, I discovered a light appear-

ing in the room, which continued to in-

crease until the room was lighter than at

noonday, when immediately a personage

appeared at my bedside, standing in the

air, for his feet did not touch the floor.

He had on a loose robe of most exquisite

whiteness. It was a whiteness beyond

anything earthly I had ever seen; nor do

I believe that any earthly thing could be

made to appear so exceedingly white and

brilliant. His hands were naked, and his

arms also, a little above the wrist; so,

also, were his feet naked, as were his

legs, a little above the ankles. His head

and neck were also bare. I could discover

that he had no other clothing on but this

robe, as it was open, so that I could see

into his bosom.

"Not only was his robe exceedingly

white, but his whole person was glori-

ous beyond description, and his counte-

nance truly like lightning. The room

was exceedingly light, but not so very

bright as immediately around his per-

son. When I first looked upon him, I

was afraid; but the fear soon left me. He

called me by name, and said unto me

that he was a messenger sent from the


