
of God. He never taught the people that 
their lives would be easy and pleasant, that 
they would have smooth sailing, that they 
would have no interruption, or that they 
would become popular with the world at 
large. On the contrary, he constantly en-
joined upon those whom he sent out, to 
bear it in mind that they would have per-
secution as an inevitable consequence of 
the proclamation of the Gospel. He sent 
them forth, and they in their turn, when-
ever they went and bore testimony to the 
restoration of the Gospel, warned those 
who embraced it that they might expect to 
lose everything they had, their good name, 
their property, their friends, and perhaps 
life itself, before they got through. He fore-
saw plainly that this would be the charac-
ter of the opposition they would have to 
contend with. God had revealed it to him 
in the beginning. The very first night that 
this angel visited him he told him that 
his name should be had for good and for 
evil among all people, and he knew full 
well that it would be the case. And when 
the Elders went forth, they went as glean-
ers of grapes after the vintage was over. 
They were not told that they would find 
people by hundreds or by thousands, ready 
to espouse the truth. No; but they were 
told that they would find a few here and 
there, a few honest-hearted people ready 
to receive the truth, a few waiting for the 
Gospel to come to them; but they would 
not effect any great conversions among the 
Gentile nations. But they were told, as it 
was predicted in the Book of Mormon, 
that among the Lamanites, as they are 
termed in that book, that is, among the 
descendants of the house of Israel, as the 
Indians are, their success would be exceed-
ingly great. This has been fulfilled to the 
very letter.

Fifty-four years experience in preaching 
this Gospel among the various nations of 
Christendom has proved to us how cor-
rectly the man of God foresaw the char-
acter of this work. We have gathered the 
people, through the blessing of God, from 
the various nations of the earth; but we 
have gathered them by small handfuls, 
as it were. There has been no great in-
flux into the Church from these nations; 
but, as I have said, it has been exactly 
like a gleaning of grapes after the vintage 
is over. And it is a remarkable fact that 
the great bulk of the people who form 
this Church—that is, those who were 
adults when they became members of this 
Church—were anxiously waiting the ar-
rival of some such message as the Elders 
brought. Our venerated President, who 
sits on the stand, was one of a company 
of men—himself a Wesleyan Methodist 
preacher—awaiting the time when God 
would reveal something from the heav-
ens, or would send some message that 
would be more in accordance with the 
ancient Gospel than that which they had. 
A company of them were earnestly pray-
ing to God to send more light and more 
power; that power which was manifested 
in the days of the Apostles. At the time 
when Elder Parley P. Pratt carried the 
Gospel to the city of Toronto he fell in 
with this company. And here sits Brother 
Wilford Woodruff. I have heard him re-
late that in his early days he has gone out 
in secret and besought God to restore the 
ancient Gospel, to restore the ancient 
gifts, to restore the ancient power, and 
he received a promise from God before 
he ever heard of the Latter-day Saints, 
or ever heard of the organization of this 
Church, that the time would come when 
the true Gospel would be restored, and 
that he should have the privilege of being
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