
178 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

was conferred were able to perform the

several duties associated therewith.

Then Peter, James and John ap-

peared and conferred upon Joseph Smith

and Oliver Cowdery the Melchizedek

Priesthood, which, as you all know, dif-

fers from that of the Aaronic. The

Melchizedek Priesthood, according to the

Scriptures, is after the order of the Son

of God, and after the power of an end-

less life. It places men in communication

with God our Heavenly Father, whereby

through its influence, ordinances, pow-

ers and blessings, they can approach the

presence of God, the Eternal Father, and

come, as it was said by one of old, "To

the general assembly and church of the

firstborn, which are written in heaven,

and to God, the Judge of all, and to

the spirits of just men made perfect,

And to Jesus the mediator of the new

covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling,

that speaketh better things than that of

Abel." It is that Priesthood through the

Gospel, that brings life and immortality

to light, that places man in a position

whereby he can obtain, through faithful-

ness and adherence to the laws of God,

all the rich blessings associated with the

eternal worlds, of which we are allowed

to partake while we dwell here upon the

earth, or hereafter in the heavens. It

is not necessary that Peter, James and

John should come again to do the thing

that is already done. The Priesthood

has been restored, with which is con-

nected all the blessings that ever were

associated with any people upon the face

of the earth; and if we know today so

little in regard to the things of God,

and the principles associated with eter-

nity, with the heavens and with the an-

gels, it is because we have not improved

our privileges as we might, nor lived up

to those principles which God has re-

vealed unto us, and because we are not

yet prepared for further advancement.

Jesus in His day, said to His disciples:

"Peace I leave with you, my peace I give

unto you: not as the world giveth, give

I unto you. Let not your heart be trou-

bled, neither let it be afraid. * * * * Let

not your heart be troubled: ye believe in

God, believe also in me. In my Father's

house are many mansions: if it were not

so, I would have told you. I go to pre-

pare a place for you. I will come again,

and receive you unto myself; that where

I am, there ye may be also." What did

He mean? Just what he said, precisely.

If He went away He would send them

another Comforter, the Spirit of truth,

which should abide with them forever,

and teach them all things, and bring all

things pertaining to the past to their re-

membrance; the Comforter was also to

lead them into all truth, and show them

things to come.

This same Comforter has been given,

in connection with the Gospel in these

days, for our enlightenment, for our

instruction, for our guidance, that we

may have a knowledge of things that

are past, of the dealings of God with

the human family, of the principles of

truth that have been developed in the

different ages, of the position of the

world and its relationship to God in

those different ages, of its position in

years that are past and gone, and of

its present status. It is also given for

our enlightenment, that we may be en-

abled to conduct all things according

to the mind and will of God, and in

accordance with His eternal laws and

those principles which exist in the heav-

ens, and which have been provided by


