
God for the salvation and exaltation of a 
fallen world; also for the manifestation of 
principles which have been and will be de-
veloped in the interest of man, not only 
pertaining to this world, but also to that 
which is to come; through which medium 
the Lord will make known His plans and 
designs to His Priesthood and His people 
in His own due time.

After these things had been introduced, 
the people in Kirtland, Ohio, by the com-
mand of God, through Joseph Smith, the 
Prophet, some 49 years ago (without be-
ing particular as to dates), commenced 
to build a house unto the Lord wherein 
certain preliminary ordinances were in-
troduced, and that house was built under 
very trying circumstances to the Saints, but 
they accomplished it. Most of the Saints 
then devoted all the time they could pos-
sibly spare for the accomplishment of that 
object; it was not in little donations, but 
they had to exert their undivided energies 
and means to its accomplishment. When 
they had finished it, it was dedicated to 
the Lord, God accepted their sacrifice, and 
Jesus appeared in that Temple, of which 
appearance you will find a description 
in the Book of Doctrine and Covenants 
(Section 110). Before this they had had the 
Aaronic and the Melchizedek Priesthoods 
presented to them, and Moroni, and 
other personages had appeared unto 
Joseph Smith. When this Temple was 
erected for preparatory ordinances—
for it was not like the Temples we now 
have, nor like the Temple that was in 
Nauvoo, the Lord appeared, and then 
Moses appeared. They had already the 
keys of the Aaronic Priesthood, and of 
the Melchizedek; and as Moses had held  
the keys and authority of the gathering of  
the children of Israel, from the land of

Egypt, in a former dispensation, so he 
was now sent to confer these said keys 
upon Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery. 
It is said, that after this vision closed—
that is the vision of the Savior manifest-
ed to Joseph and Oliver in the Kirtland 
Temple—that:

“The heavens were again opened unto 
us; and Moses appeared before us, and 
committed unto us the keys of the gath-
ering of Israel from the four parts of the 
earth, and the leading of the ten tribes 
from the land of the north.”

Here then were the keys committed as-
sociated with the gathering. Why is it that 
you are here today? And what brought 
you here? Because the keys of the gath-
ering of Israel from the four quarters of 
the earth have been committed to Joseph 
Smith, and he has conferred those keys 
upon others that the gathering of Israel 
may be accomplished, and in due time 
the same thing will be performed to the 
tribes in the land of the north. It is on 
this account, and through the unlock-
ing of this principle, and through those 
means, that you are brought together as 
you are today. I have heretofore men-
tioned a circumstance, and I will men-
tion it again here, as there are so many 
present to show you how those things 
operate. What I refer to is this: Soon 
after we were driven from Missouri, the 
Twelve were sent to England. There was 
no place then for the Saints to gather to; 
the Prophet therefore said to the Twelve: 
“When you go to England, until you 
get further information, do not say any-
thing about the gathering.” Consequently 
we did not; but we could not keep 
the spirit of it from the people. Why?  
Because we had the Gospel, and the 
Gospel brings life and immortality to 
light, and those that receive the Gospel
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