
terested, and so little of the Gospel having 
been revealed in the different ages, and so 
much of the power of darkness and iniq-
uity having prevailed among men, it was 
necessary that something should be done 
for the dead as well as the living. God is 
interested in the dead as well as the living. 
Adam, who is the Ancient of Days and the 
father of the human family; Seth, Enos, 
Enoch, Mahalaleel, Methuselah, Noah, 
and all the prominent leading men of God, 
as well as Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, 
the Prophets, Jesus and His Apostles, to-
gether with the Prophets and Apostles who 
lived on this continent, and who stood at 
the various times or epochs as the repre-
sentatives of the nations, and as thousands 
of these peoples have passed away having 
held and now holding the Priesthood; all 
these ancient fathers feel interested in this 
great work, and their hearts are turned to-
ward the children, being interested in their 
welfare, happiness and exaltation; and 
their children who now have received the 
Gospel have their hearts, through this in-
strumentality, and the keys and principles 
which were introduced by Elijah, turned 
towards the fathers through the inspiration 
of the same Gospel, which Gospel as spo-
ken of in the Scriptures, is an everlasting 
Gospel, being associated with the everlast-
ing covenant, which principle wherever it 
has existed, brought life and immortality 
to light.

When Jesus came, He came to do a 
work in many particulars similar to that 
in which we are engaged, and when He 
got through with His work here, He 
stood as the Savior of the world, and of 
the human family. He came to preach the 
Gospel to the poor, to open the prison 
doors to those that were imprisoned, 
to set at liberty, and to proclaim the

acceptable hour of the Lord, etc. This was 
a work connected with the people who 
lived at the time of the flood, and were de-
stroyed and kept in prison until the Lord 
should see proper to extend manifestations 
of His mercy to them. Hence, as we read, 
“Christ hath once suffered for sins, the just 
for the unjust, that he might bring us to 
God, being put to death in the flesh, but 
quickened by the Spirit: By which also he 
went and preached to the spirits in prison; 
Which sometime were disobedient, when 
once the longsuffering of God waited in 
the days of Noah.” He having finished His 
work upon earth for the living, went and 
performed a work for the dead; as we are 
informed, “He went and preached to spir-
its in prison; that had sometime been dis-
obedient in the days of Noah.”

It is reserved for us to do a work for 
those who have passed away, who have 
not obeyed or had the Gospel in their life-
time. We are here to do a work connected 
with the redemption of the dead. When 
the Temple was commanded to be built 
in Nauvoo, after the Temple had been 
built in Kirtland, and after so many keys 
had been turned, and after so many mani-
festations, visions and ministrations had 
been had, yet it was said then that there 
was not a place upon the earth in which to 
perform the ordinance of baptism for the 
dead, and Joseph was commanded to build 
a house for that purpose. But who knew 
anything about these things until God 
revealed them? Nobody. Men talk and 
boast of their intelligence and their knowl-
edge—why, there is not a man breathing 
on the earth, outside of this Church, who  
has any knowledge of those things to 
which I have referred, and nobody in this 
Church either, only as God has revealed it.
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