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We are all of us indebted to the reve-

lations of God, through the medium of

the Holy Priesthood, for these things.

Joseph Smith, before his death, was

much exercised about the completion of

the Temple in Nauvoo, and the admin-

istering of ordinances therein. In his

anxiety and for fear he should not live

to see the Temple completed, he pre-

pared a place over what was known as

the brick store—which many of you who

lived in Nauvoo will recollect—where to

a chosen few he administered those or-

dinances that we now have today asso-

ciated with endowments, so that if any-

thing should happen to him—which he

evidently contemplated—he would feel

that he had then fulfilled his mission,

that he had conferred upon others all the

keys given to him by the manifestations

of the power of God.

At first these things were only par-

tially made known to him, and as they

were partially developed he called upon

the Twelve that were then living—many

of you greyheaded people will remember

it—to commence and be baptized for the

dead, and they were baptized in the Mis-

sissippi River. Immediately after these

baptisms, the Prophet had a revelation

which more clearly developed the order

in relation to such baptisms. Accord-

ing to that revelation it appeared that,

notwithstanding all the visions, revela-

tions, keys, etc., that had heretofore been

given, there was not a place, not even

in the Kirtland Temple, wherein those

things could be carried out, and hence a

font, such as we have in this Temple, was

built in the temple at Nauvoo, and it was

there, under proper circumstances and

proper administration, and according to

the principles that he had laid down,

that those ordinances were admin-

istered then, and are administered now.

I now come to another subject that

opens a wide and expansive field, broad

as the world in which we live, and ex-

pansive as the universe, and which af-

fects all the inhabitants of the earth liv-

ing or dead. Why is it that there is

such a feeling, as I have said, concern-

ing your Temple and other Temples? It

is because those keys have been turned,

and you have received, like the woman

I spake of, a knowledge of the gathering

dispensation. You have laid out a great

amount of means, done a large amount

of labor, and you have built a house that

is creditable to you, and which God will

sanction and approve and does sanction

and approve. You have made it very

nice, pleasant and beautiful. We ought

to build Temples to the Lord, for we are

His offspring and He is our Father, and

He has revealed unto us those things

and implanted those principles in our

bosoms. They are developed within us,

and this Temple is a proof of it, just

the same as we are a living proof of

the gathering dispensation. We have re-

ceived the gift of the Holy Ghost, and

a knowledge, so far as we have pro-

gressed, of the things of God. You have

been baptized, you have had hands laid

upon you for the reception of the Holy

Ghost, and you that have lived your reli-

gion have received this Holy Ghost, and

I want, as an evidence before God and

this people—I want to see how many of

you can bear testimony to that. All who

can, hold up their right hands. [A per-

fect forest of hands was held up.] We

know, by the power of the Holy Ghost,

and by obedience to His law, so far as

we have obeyed it, that God lives. But

then, we have been poor, weak, erring

creatures, surrounded by infirmities.


