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overruled for the good of those that serve

Him.

We have visited most of our set-

tlements in the Territories I have

mentioned—Arizona and New Mexico—

and while one would suppose from the

vituperations of the wicked that all was

excitement, and that our people were

frightened and about to be swallowed up,

I can say that we found the Saints peace-

fully enjoying their homes. They were

ploughing the ground, planting the corn,

sowing the wheat, planting out orchards,

vineyards, putting up fences, erecting

new buildings, making reservoirs to re-

tain the water, that they might have

wherewith to irrigate their crops, open-

ing up farms, clearing away the tim-

ber where they could have other farms,

etc. We found all this work going on;

found the people going to meeting on

the Sabbath day; preaching and teach-

ing the peaceful things of the Kingdom

of God, the children attending their Sab-

bath schools; also their day schools, as

we term them, in need of teachers in

some places, but any number of pupils;

and wherever we have attended confer-

ence among the Latter-day Saints, the

rule has held good that one-third of the

population of these settlements were un-

der eight years of age. It is a remark-

able thing, very strange indeed; but we

find that in our settlements in the south,

our people are greatly blessed, as else-

where, with children, and this valuable

immigration from above is extending. I

do not know how long it will be be-

fore Congress will legislate against hav-

ing babies; but it don't look much like

this immigration could be stopped now.

These children are swelling the ranks

of the Latter-day Saints, and the Saints

are struggling, with what power God

has given them, to provide the means of

good education and to bring them up in

the way that they should go. I can see

no objection to this myself, others may;

but God is good to this people; and we

find peace and harmony and prosperity

as a general thing among the Latter-day

Saints in the eastern Arizona, and also

in the Little Colorado Stakes of Zion. I

was thankful to see all this; for it was

a testimony that God is mindful of His

people.

It is true that some people whom we

met in the capital of Arizona Territory,

urged upon us the necessity of not in-

troducing what they believe to be our

favorite doctrine into the Territory of

Arizona—plural marriage. Those who

were inclined to be friendly to us said:

"Gentlemen, make your fight in Utah.

You are in the majority there. Don't in-

troduce this practice into Arizona. You

are few in number here, and your en-

emies are numerous and perfectly re-

lentless. They don't care to what trou-

ble or inconvenience you are put: and

while your settlements are struggling

in their infancy eliminate this doctrine

from your creed, that which is obnox-

ious to the people, and introduce only

that which can be tolerated, at least un-

til you gain strength to walk alone." To

the gentlemen who said this to me in

all sincerity, in all good feeling, I made

this answer: "So far as our doctrines

are concerned we know them to be from

God." Yes, they are the revelations of

the mind and will of God to us, and

the "obnoxious doctrine" (so called) to

this nation, and I might say the civi-

lized world, we know to be a revelation

from Almighty God to us. If you would

have us eliminate from this book [the

Book of Doctrine and Covenants], one

revelation that God has given us sim-

ply because the people at large, and the


