
majority of the people of this nation, have 
decided that it is untrue, which next in 
the category of the revelations which God 
has revealed must we eliminate from this 
book? Must we give up principle and doc-
trine simply to suit a majority of people? 
In one sense of the word our Republican 
institutions are supposed to place the pow-
er of success in the hands of the majority: 
but we have never found it so—our experi-
ence differs on this point. We have been 
in the minority for upwards of 50 years, 
and we have been crowded and appar-
ently overwhelmed. Thousands of wealthy 
people sought to crush us when we were 
but small, but a child, as it were. But the 
majority did not succeed. Why? Because 
the infant struggling for bare existence 
has been led and preserved by the hand 
of God. They were led into a land which 
seemed a desert, but now flowing with all 
that could strengthen that child, bring it 
forward, and make it a full-grown man as 
we see the people today. I am willing, in 
political matters, to take that stand in the 
midst of this people under present circum-
stances, at least, to let the majority rule, 
and if one side is the weaker, which neces-
sarily is the case, let it say amen in a po-
litical sense to what the stronger party may 
do for the government of this Territory. 
But in the things pertaining to conscience, 
no man, no set of men, no Governor, no 
President, can control me before my God. 
I must control my own heart, my own feel-
ings. I am a free man in relation to these 
matters, not bowing to any majority nor to 
any party. So are all the Latter-day Saints. 
We are free to worship God according to 
the dictates of our own conscience.

But,  says  one,  you are  breaking  
the laws. How do you know we are

breaking the laws? I think someone has 
written, and it used to be taken for sound 
doctrine, that a bad law is no law at all. 
But it is not so now. A bad law must pass 
current for a little season, and it may last a 
good while if the wicked rule; but, thank 
God, there are honest men to be raised 
up to rule the country who will adminis-
ter justice and equity in the midst of the 
people.

In our settlements in Arizona, and New 
Mexico, we found the same feelings pre-
dominating that we find here in Salt Lake 
and in the settlements in this Territory. 
We find the good are growing better, their 
faith is increasing, they are laboring more 
assiduously to promote the interests of 
Zion; while those that are weak are grow-
ing weaker, those that are bad are growing 
worse; and I have always believed that the 
Kingdom of God could never be strength-
ened by numbers when those numbers 
were of a mixed character, the good with 
the bad. If, as we believe and testify, this 
is the Church and Kingdom of God, the 
wheat and the tares will grow together for 
a little season, until those that are, or may 
be termed, the wheat, may be strength-
ened, and the tares may be plucked up 
and bound in bundles, ready for the burn-
ing. I was thankful, however, to witness 
the fact that the Latter-day Saints, at least 
the majority of them, are growing better, 
becoming firmer in the principles of the 
everlasting Gospel. They strive to practice 
what they preach, and the Saints in the 
South are no exception to this rule. They 
are seeking to live their religion, to serve  
God, to perfect  themselves  in the  
knowledge of the truth, and to build up 
a Zion here in this Territory. The golden 
rule which has been laid down, and this 
people have adopted it, “Do unto others,
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