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as you would have others do unto you,”
has been changed a little in some districts
which we have visited, not among our
people, but among those of the world.
They have changed it, and say, “Do unto
others as others would have you do unto
them.” It is a brass rule, a counterfeit, it
is not the golden rule; but the Latter-day
Saints in all of their troubles and trials
in these extended regions which we have
visited, have adopted the golden rule, and
are seeking to put it into practice, not only
towards each other, but towards those who
are inimical to their interests.

As I have said, the settlements are in a
prosperous condition. Some of them have
even profited greatly by certain laws which
have been enacted, in the Territory of
Arizona, particularly. I found in one settle-
ment that the people were receiving school
tax money to exceed all of their other taxes
put together. There was refunded to them
from the Territorial school tax, more mon-
ey than they paid out for all their taxes. I
was surprised at this: but it simply proved
this fact: that the Latter-day Saints had
children in excess of other settlements in
the Territory. I thought Zion is growing.
If those who desire can succeed in placing
us at the mercy of our enemies, I presume
these things will be changed; but at present
Zion is growing. I have never seen among
the people of the Latter-day Saints greater
progress both in secular and spiritual mat-
ters than I witnessed in the settlements we
have visited in the last two months. One
would suppose from what is said in the
papers, and the coldness that is exhibited
by even fair-minded men in relation to the
cause of this people—one would suppose
that it would at least check our progress;
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that under the present pressure the Latter-
day Saints would begin to weaken in their
faith, and in laboring to establish such un-
popular doctrines and principles as they are
undertaking to establish, but all this seems
to make the Saints more zealous in their
labors.

Persecution has done us no harm. In
fact it seems to me that we need about so
much persecution—that we need to carry
great loads to make us remember our God.
If all was prosperity and peace, | presume
we would lose our faith, just as the ancient
Christians did when they became popular.
But I pray that the time may never come
that we may be popular with a people who
foster such institutions as are found in
Christendom today.

With all this persecution upon us, the
Latter-day Saints are doing what may be
rightfully termed a stupendous labor. Look
abroad upon what the people are doing.
Go to the settlements; see the improve-
ments they are making upon their farms, in
their dwellings, in everything. Behold these
temples that are being reared, costing mil-
lions of dollars! Who is doing this labor? Is
it any rich man worth millions of dollars?
No. It is a few poor people, comparatively
speaking, who are rearing these temples at
such an immense cost. What are they do-
ing it for? The question may well be asked,
What are we expending these immense
sums of money for? We are preparing for
the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ,
just as truly as the world is ripening in in-
iquity and preparing to receive His judg-
ments when He does come. That is a pretty
bold saying, but it is true. We are doing
this labor, and we have got all Christen-
dom to carry on our shoulders with their
special legislation, with their persecution,
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