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had it; but I was surprised to find that

but few of them were willing to receive

the truths which are therein contained.

They were content with the dead let-

ter of the law; and when I undertook

or attempted to explain the principles of

life and salvation, the principles which

Jesus Christ taught His disciples, and

which they taught all those who would

listen to their testimony, I found there

was a great coolness. People would not

listen. They were content with what they

had received. This was my general ex-

perience. On the other hand I found

very many who acknowledged to me the

truth of that which I had said. When I

said unto them, "faith in the Lord Jesus

Christ is insufficient to save you in His

Kingdom;" when I said that something

more was necessary than a simple faith

in the Lord Jesus Christ, and attempted

to prove my position by Scripture, I

found many who said, "You are right;

something more is necessary according

to the Scriptures; faith alone cannot

save us." But when I went on to ex-

plain the other principles of the Gospel—

repentance, baptism for the remission of

sins by one who has authority to baptize,

and the laying on of hands for the gift

of the Holy Ghost, I discovered that they

said, "That may be all true, it is true,

we believe, but we don't want it." That

has been my experience and the experi-

ence of others in a great many instances.

There are thousands in the world—I

have spoken with hundreds I believe—

who have made a similar confession—

that faith, repentance, baptism, and

the laying on of hands for the recep-

tion of the Holy Ghost, were Scriptural

principles, that they could not be de-

nied, that the same Gospel was preached

by Jesus Christ and His Apostles—

but I have found among those hun-

dreds very few who were willing to obey

those principles. I am happy to say, how-

ever, that some few have obeyed them—

that I have been the means, in the hands

of God, of bringing some to a knowledge

of the truth, and I am very thankful for

this privilege.

It may, perhaps, interest you to know

something of the present prospects of

the Swiss and German mission, where I

have labored for upwards of two years.

We have some seventeen Elders in the

field. Some of these have been labor-

ing in Austria, one is in Italy, all the

others are in Switzerland and Germany.

In certain parts of Germany the laws

are very strict. Public meetings of any

kind are forbidden. We are, therefore,

not allowed to preach. This has been

brought about by the action of the So-

cialists, with whom we are confounded.

They have held meetings, as you who

read the papers know, and passed reso-

lutions to upset governments and king-

doms, and reduce everything to chaos,

if possible. In the kingdom of Prussia,

however, we are at present in the enjoy-

ment of liberty to a great extent. We

have the permission of the authorities

of the city of Berlin to hold our regu-

lar meetings, and we can announce these

meetings in the papers if we desire. Of

course our meetings are visited by detec-

tives and policemen occasionally, to see

that nothing contrary to the laws of the

land is promulgated, which action, is, of

course, quite agreeable to us. This is

the case, however, only as regards the

kingdom of Prussia. In the kingdom

of Bavaria, which is strongly Catholic,

we have been unable, up to the present

time, to obtain any rights whatever.

We have been threatened and in some

cases expelled for having attempted to

preach the Gospel. We have been


