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lived but three and a half years after He
entered upon His ministry. Joseph Smith
labored in the flesh some 14 years after
the organization of the Church before he
sealed his testimony with his blood, as did
other Prophets and Patriarchs before him.
I say, from that day until this, the Lord
has called men to go forth and declare the
Gospel of Christ. And Brother John Q.
Cannon has testified, he knows for himself.
Yes, he knows. There is no doubt of that.
There are tens of thousands of this people
who can bear the same testimony. It is true
there is a difference with men with regard
to the amount of testimony they have re-
ceived to satisfy them of the truth of this
work. Many men believe, but many say
they require a certain amount of testimony
before they know. I will say for myself: the
greatest testimony I have ever received in
this Church (and I have spent over 50 years
of my life in it), has been the testimony of
the Holy Ghost, has been the inspiration
of Almighty God, has been the spirit of life
and salvation, that still small voice that has
rested upon me and rested upon my breth-
ren from the time we were baptized into
this Church until the present day. We lay
hands upon the sick and they are healed by
the power of God. We lay hands upon our
brethren, and set them apart for missions.
The Spirit of God rests upon us and in-
spires us in our words and thoughts what
we should seal upon their heads. These
words are fulfilled, and thousands upon
thousands can testify of the truth thereof.
The Bible contains a vast amount of
prophecy concerning the last dispensation and
the fullness of times; concerning the build-
ing up of the Kingdom of God in the last
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days; concerning a kingdom which
shall become an everlasting kingdom,
of whose dominion there shall be no
end. God showed this to Daniel and
to Nebuchadnezzar, as also to Isaiah,
Jeremiah and Ezekiel. The Prophet Isaiah
has portrayed the whole history of the
Latter-day Saints who occupy these moun-
tains of Israel. He described our travels
here, and our labors since we came here.
These Prophets saw our day, and they
spake as they were moved upon by the
Holy Ghost; and the prophecies are of
no private interpretation. Their words
are words of truth. Their words have had
their fulfillment and will have to the end.
The travels of this Church have been
through deep waters, and this should
not be a strange thing to the inhabitants
of the earth. I will say here, without fear
of contradiction, that no man, no set of
men, no people, no church, no portion
of the Kingdom of God can live godly in
Christ Jesus without suffering persecu-
tion. You show me a Patriarch or Prophet
that ever lived who taught the words of
life and salvation without incurring the
hatred, the wrath and the indignation
of the surrounding nations, and you will
show me something that I have not been
able to find on the earth. But without
dwelling upon this point, allow me to say
that this is what ails the Mormons. This
is the cause of the warfare made upon us
by our nation today. God Almighty has
set His hand to establish His Church
and Kingdom on the earth. He has set
His hand to gather His people to the
mountains of Israel to build up a Zion.
That Zion is here. We have made a begin-
ning. We came here, on the 24th of July,
1847, a little handful of pioneers. We found
a barren desert. It did not look as if any
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