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forefathers were inspired when they

framed it. Yet it is marvelous to reflect

upon some principles that have been

laid down—perhaps I ought not to al-

lude to these things, but I am only ex-

pressing my own reflections—even by

the Supreme Court of the United States.

In effect it has said that we may think

as we please, but must not act. I would

ask, in the name of the Lord, was that

all Thomas Jefferson, and others had in

their minds when they framed the clause

in reference to religious liberty? What

about men acting? If it was only in-

tended that men should think and not

act, why not say so in the instrument?

Why should it be stated that "Congress

shall make no law respecting an estab-

lishment of religion, or prohibiting the

free exercise thereof," if men were not

to be allowed to act? Why, in the ex-

ercise of their religion, men must act:

and it is straining points, it is overstep-

ping the bounds of the Constitution to

pass laws taking away the rights and

privileges of any people because of their

religion—because they happen to differ

from their neighbors. Where will such

a course land our government? I will

tell you what it will do. It will rend

the government in twain like unto a pot-

ter's vessel. It will lay the nation in the

dust. It will overthrow the government.

When they get through with the Mor-

mons there will be somebody else to deal

with. The Constitution is good enough

for anybody. It is good enough for the

Latter-day Saints. We have no princi-

ples but what are in accord with the

Constitution of the United States and

the laws of God. We are perfectly will-

ing to trust ourselves and our interests

in the hands of God, and to leave our

nation in His hands also; for God will

judge our nation; He will judge us; He

will judge all the children of men and

He will judge righteous judgment. What

men sow they will reap. What measure

they mete, it shall be measured to them

again.

I pray God to bless this nation. I pray

God to give our legislators wisdom, that

they may maintain the Constitutional

principles of the government, the only

government on the face of God's earth

where the Lord could have established

His Church and Kingdom. That we may

be prepared to inherit eternal life is my

prayer in the name of Jesus. Amen.

President John Taylor next addressed

the congregation. He said: It is some

time since I have taken the privilege to

speak to the Latter-day Saints in this

place. I have been visiting our settle-

ments in different parts of our Territory.

There I frequently talk to the people. You

have a great many here who are capable

of teaching and instructing you, hence it

is very seldom that I intrudemyself upon

you in this capacity. But I always feel

pleasure in meeting with the Saints, in

hearing my brethren unfold the princi-

ples of eternal truth, and in listening to

the testimonies which they have to give

concerning the Gospel of the Son of God.

God has revealed unto us the prin-

ciples of the Everlasting Gospel, and

that Gospel brings life and immortal-

ity to light. Life and immortality can

only be made known by the revela-

tions of God, and people who do not

believe in revelation cannot have any

knowledge of life and immortality. It

is through that principle alone that

these things are or have been developed.

We ourselves could have known noth-

ing of God, from the world in which we

live, nor from the teachers thereof, be-


