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cause they do not even profess to be

placed in communion with God, nor to

have revelation fromHim, and how could

they speak of that they did not know

or comprehend, or that which had not

been communicated to them? It was im-

possible for them to do it. There have

been many, very many good men in the

world in the different ages when the

Gospel has not existed, that have sought

to do good to their fellow men, and to

promote their welfare and happiness in

a social, political and religious capac-

ity, and have sought to introduce princi-

ples that would be calculated to elevate

and exalt mankind in the scale of being.

That is one thing, but the inspiration

of the Almighty is another thing. Let

me here mention a principle associated

with these ideas that will explain some-

what the remarks and position of our

brother, John Q. Cannon, who has ad-

dressed us this afternoon. He said he be-

lieved in the principles of the Gospel, but

he did not have a testimony thereof—

did not comprehend the thing, until he

had obtained some further manifesta-

tion. That might be attributed to his

youth and inexperience in the things of

God; when he was brought face to face

with the actualities of life, and came

in conflict with the world he was under

the necessity of applying to His Heav-

enly Father, who imparted unto him,

through the Holy Ghost, that knowl-

edge of which he speaks. I will men-

tion a principle here. Outside of the

Gospel, among all classes of men, among

all nations, kindreds and peoples, of ev-

ery color and clime everywhere, they

have had given unto them a portion of

the Spirit of God to profit withal. We

are told this in the Scriptures, that God

has given to every man a portion of His

Spirit; but that is not the gift of the Holy

Ghost. Where good men have followed

the influence of that Spirit, it has led

them to do good acts, to be charitable,

to be kind, to be benevolent, to culti-

vate good morals and correct principles,

to be governed by the principles of honor,

truth, integrity and virtue, and these

principles prevail to a greater or less

extent among the nations of the earth

and in this nation. This is the portion

of the Spirit of God, as I said before,

which was given to every man to profit

withal. Why, those people that we talk

about so much sometimes, the infidels,

they have a portion of this Spirit, and

many of them do many good acts. This

may sound strange, I have no doubt, to

many of you, but it is a fact nevertheless.

He that doeth righteousness anywhere

is righteous, and he that doeth evil is

wicked.

Now, what is the difference between

that and the other principle? Jesus said

when He was upon the earth: "It is ex-

pedient for you that I go away: for if I

go not away, the Comforter will not come

unto you; but if I depart, I will send him

unto you." What was the Comforter to

do? "He shall teach you all things, and

bring all things to your remembrance,

whatsoever I have said unto you." Now,

the portion of the Spirit of God which is

given to all men does not do this thing.

It does not lead them unto all truth,

for there is a great diversity of opinion

among them. One may be a Methodist,

another a Presbyterian, one a Quaker,

another a Dunker, one a Catholic, an-

other a Protestant, one a Christian, an-

other a Muhammadan, one a Pagan,

and another an infidel, and some one

thing and some another. If men were

in the possession of the gift of the Holy

Ghost, it would lead them into all truth,

and there would be one Lord, as the


