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Scriptures say, and one faith and one

baptism. Hence one of the old Prophets,

clothed upon by the Spirit of the Liv-

ing God, looked through the vista of fu-

ture ages and contemplated events that

should transpire in the latter days, and

said: "When the Lord shall bring again

Zion, her watchmen shall see eye to eye."

There will be no confusion there, no dif-

ference of sentiment there. They will

place themselves under the guidance of

the Great Eloheim, and under His inspi-

ration they will be enabled to speak as

they are moved upon by the Holy Ghost;

and the Spirit of God, as it did formerly,

will take of the things of God and shew

them unto them. There is the distinction

between the two principles.

How can we expect that people will

comprehend the things of God without

the gift of the Holy Ghost? The El-

ders when they are sent forth to preach

are instructed to preach nothing but the

first principles of the Gospel—to preach

nothing but repentance to this genera-

tion. Why? Because the people can-

not comprehend further advanced prin-

ciples. I remember talking with an emi-

nent clergyman some few years ago. He

was a very gentlemanly person, well dis-

posed, intelligent, learned, etc. I talked

the Gospel a little to him, but I found

he could not comprehend it. Hence I

commenced talking politics, history, ge-

ography, and some little principles of sci-

ence. He understood these things per-

fectly, and we had no difficulty in com-

prehending each other; but he could not

comprehend the Gospel. Was he a min-

ister? Yes; but he had not the gift of the

Holy Ghost, and it was useless for me to

attempt to teach him. This is the way

that I understand these things.

Speaking of education, we have

singular notions of education, and some

people will say—and I have often said

it myself—that Joseph Smith was quite

an uneducated man. He was uneducated

when he was a boy. He was brought

up in the Green Mountains of Vermont,

and he did not have any of the advan-

tages of what we call an education. The

Lord took him into His school, and He

taught him things that I have seen puz-

zle many of the wisest scientists, pro-

foundest thinkers, and the most learned

men that I have met with in this world.

Why? Because he was taught of God.

What did those principles refer to? To

the earth on which we live; to the el-

ements of which it is composed; to the

heavens above us; to the Gods that ex-

ist in the eternal worlds; to the princi-

ples by which the earth was organized,

sustained, upheld and governed, and its

relationship to other planets and sys-

tems; and speaking of governments, laws

and principles, he possessed more intel-

ligence than ninety-nine hundredths of

the people of today. And he sought to

teach others, and these things were in-

troduced into the Temple of the Lord in

Kirtland.

I have heard the Prophet Joseph

quote from the German Bible in sup-

port of our method of baptism by immer-

sion, showing that the German Trans-

lation of the New Testament favored

this idea, and that the word "Taufen" in

that language means "to dip;" the same

as our term immersion does; and that

when John the Baptist was spoken of as

John the Baptist, it was "Johannes der

Taufer," or John the Dipper, which is cor-

rect.

I have heard him quote from the

Hebrew Bible in support of a plural-

ity of Gods, showing that the suffix

"mem" in the word Eloheim or God,


