
taught him the leading, prominent points 
pertaining thereto. And who taught the 
Egyptians? Abraham taught them the sci-
ence of astronomy, so we are informed, by 
late Egyptologists, and revealed unto them 
the principle concerning the motions of the 
heavenly bodies. Where did Abraham get 
his information from? In reading the histo-
ry pertaining to this matter we are told that 
he says of himself that he was a follower 
of righteousness; that he sought after more 
righteousness; that he examined the history 
of his fathers and traced back his geneal-
ogy to the commencement of the world, 
and from before the commencement. 
Afterwards we are told in the same history 
that the Lord gave unto him a Urim and 
Thummim by which he was able to com-
prehend many things that others did not 
understand, and by which he obtained a 
knowledge of the heavenly bodies and of 
their motions. Moses was one of the first 
to illustrate this principle; but Abraham, 
who was before Moses, as also Joseph, un-
derstood it more clearly than Moses. And 
in those things wherein the world today 
are puzzled in regard to the Scriptures, 
and the six days that are there spoken of, 
Abraham speaks of those days as times, 
epochs, or ages, different and distinct 
from the days spoken of by Moses, and 
his record agrees precisely with many 
geological facts that have puzzled so  
many of this generation. Where did he  
obtain his knowledge? From God. Who 
controls the heavens and the earth? The 
Gods in the eternal worlds. Who has im-
planted certain principles in matter and in 
all creation? God has done it. All things 
are subject to these laws; and if men can 
place themselves under His guidance  
and find the way to approach the great

Eloheim, they will know more in a very 
short time than all this world together 
know in all their lives and more than all 
the combined intelligence of the world, for 
God is the foundation of all wisdom, and 
the source of all intelligence and knowl-
edge. We are told that Solomon was a 
wise man. Where did he get his wisdom? 
From God. He prayed to the Lord to give 
him wisdom, and the Lord told him that 
because he had sought wisdom he should 
have it, and He would also add unto him 
the rich treasures of the earth.

I speak of these things for the informa
tion of the Latter-day Saints, and to dis-
abuse your minds in regard to some of those 
principles that men sometimes talk about. 
The world possesses a certain amount of 
knowledge and intelligence, and it has pro-
gressed very rapidly of late years. We have 
had many discoveries in the arts and sci-
ences and in the researches pertaining to 
geology, chemistry, etc., but many of their 
ideas and deductions are perfectly foolish 
and ridiculous. We have had the introduc-
tion of railroads, gas, steamboats, manifes-
tations of the power and use of electricity, 
etc. Nevertheless, these principles always 
existed; it needed a development of them 
only to bring them into practical use; and 
there are thousands of other things not yet 
made known, yet to be developed, similar  
to those that have been discovered. In regard 
to these things, some of them are impor
tant, some of them are not very impor-
tant. The intelligence that the world boasts  
so much of, is not very profound when you 
come to test it by the principles of eternal 
truth.

In regard to the action of the Congress of 
the United States, which has been referred to, 
I want to say to you Saints, you need not trou-
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