RELIGIOUS LIBERTY GUARANTEED BY THE CONSTITUTION, ETC.

and all the predictions in regard to the
second coming;, as it is called, the second
advent of the Messiah, and the establish-
ment of God’s Kingdom and government
on the earth, will be fulfilled exactly as the
prophets have predicted. There is no need
to mystify, nor to spiritualize, nor to ex-
plain them, they will come to pass word
for word; for “Heaven and earth may pass
away, but not one jot or tittle of the word
of God shall pass away; it shall all be ful-
filled.”

Now, this Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints to which we belong is es-
tablished by the Almighty for the express
purpose of opening up the way for the ac-
complishment of this great work. In this
Church is the germ of that kingdom that
Daniel saw. The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, set up by the power of
God, by the authority of the Most High,
is exactly the same Church that Jesus
Christ built up—that is, the same in all
its essential principles; the same organiza-
tion, the same kind of officers, the same
doctrines, the same in its spirit, the same
in its ordinances, the same in the power
that attends those ordinances, doctrines,
principles and commandments as were
revealed to the ancient Church. It is gov-
erned just exactly in the same way that
the church which Jesus Christ established
when he was upon the earth was governed.
Every principle which was taught by the
ancient Apostles in their time is taught by
the latter-day Apostles in their time. And
the Apostles in our day have the same au-
thority or Priesthood, as it is called, that
the Apostles had in their time whom Jesus
ordained; because those that held the keys
of that apostleship in the earth in former
times have come down to the earth,
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literally and truly, and ordained men to
the same authority and apostleship which
they held while living in the flesh. That
is how the apostleship has been restored.
That authority exists in this Church, and
it will never be taken away again. That
which is called by the Latter-day Saints the
Priesthood, is the authority given of God
to men to act in His name, so that what
they do by His authority and in the way
that He has appointed on the earth shall
be acknowledged in heaven—that which
they seal on earth shall be sealed in heaven
and that which they loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven. It must be done as God
directs, according to the revelations of His
will. But this authority, this right, this
power from God exists in this Church, as
it existed in the ancient Church, because it
has been actually restored by the very men
who held the keys of it. And really, after all,
it is that that the world is fighting. All these
plans and schemes, all that legislation and
these influences that are brought to bear
on this Church, upon this system called
by the world “Mormonism,” is brought
to bear in consequence of the restoration
of that power and that authority. It is the
authority of the kingdom. It is here to stay.
It is here to prevail. First it will preach the
Gospel of the kingdom as a witness to all
nations; it will then gather together the
elect of God from the four quarters of the
earth; it will build temples to the name of
the Most High God in which men can ad-
minister in ordinances that pertain to the
salvation of the living and the redemption
of the dead. It will accomplish all that has
been predicted by the prophets concerning
the Latter-day Kingdom.

Now, this is the kind of work in
which we are engaged. It has been
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