
introduced by the Almighty to bring 
about all those grand events that we read 
about in the writings of the old prophets 
that have not yet been fulfilled; there are 
a great many things contained in the Old 
Testament that people pay little attention 
to nowadays. They have an idea of things 
coming to pass in some spiritual fashion, 
or some mythical, mystical kind of way; 
they don’t know exactly how; and it is 
the business of certain men who are hired 
to preach the Gospel, to make mysteri-
ous explanations of passages of Scripture, 
which they manage to cover up, and suc-
ceed in confusing the people more than 
before the expounding was attempted. 
Nevertheless, all those predictions that 
refer to events that are to take place in 
the earth in the latter days will all come 
to pass as they are written, and this work, 
this Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, this thing called “Mormonism” 
has been introduced by the Almighty 
for the express purpose of bringing these 
things about; that is why it is universally 
opposed. All these different sects of mod-
ern Christendom are like the sects of hea-
thendom, without communication from 
the eternal world. They receive no revela-
tion from God. Their ministers have no 
authority except that which they obtain 
from their congregations. Many of them 
do not pretend to have any other, when 
you press them closely. They preach those 
tenets which the people believe and which 
are acceptable to the people—each minister 
of each sect preaching that which the mem-
bers desire to hear. All these different sects 
contain many good people who are trying 
to do right, trying to serve God, and a great 
many others that are hypocrites. But as 
sects, as societies, as churches, they are not

authorized of God. You can trace them 
all to their origin, and find that that ori-
gin is human in its nature. They have not 
come from God, they have come from 
men, some of them good men, perhaps. 
Men have met together and formulated 
creeds and organized societies, and these 
societies have grown and spread abroad, 
and after a while have become orthodox 
in the earth. At first they were persecuted 
and opposed, but as they grew in wealth 
as well as in numbers they made a name 
and a noise and became a power in the 
earth, and are recognized and understood 
as orthodox sects. But there is not one of 
them ordained of God. They are not set 
up by divine command, and their minis-
ters have not been divinely authorized to 
preach the Gospel, nor to administer in 
the things of the Kingdom. There may 
be and no doubt are men among them 
preaching that which they believe to be 
true. But a man’s belief is not authority. 
A man may believe a thing to be right, 
but that does not give him authority to 
represent God in that matter. A man may 
believe it is right to sprinkle a babe and 
call that baptism. But even supposing it is 
right—though it is not—the fact that he 
believes it is right would not give him the 
authority to administer, because he does 
it “in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Ghost,” and he has 
no right to take these names upon his lips 
in vain, and he does take them upon his 
lips in vain unless he has been authorized 
to use these names. No man has any more 
right to use the name of Deity in the ad-
ministration of an ordinance, without au-
thority, than a common citizen, without  
authority, has the right to use the name 
and pretend to be the representative of  
the Government of the United States,
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