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or of Great Britain, or of Germany; not a

bit. But men seem to think because God

does not interfere, that they have a right

to do a great many things that he never

commanded, and do them in the name

of the Father, and of the Son, and of the

Holy Ghost.

Now, as I said just now, the author-

ity to administer in the things of God's

Church has been restored in the way

that I have told you. That is why we

claim the right in this Church to admin-

ister these ordinances, and that is why

we lay down the broad assertion that

outside of this Church there is no au-

thority in the world to administer in the

name of the Lord. If there is such author-

ity, let those who claim to have it, show

their credentials and prove where they

obtained their authority from. Now, in

this Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints not only is this authority restored,

and those same doctrines, principles and

ordinances which were had in the early

Christian Church also restored, but ac-

companying these are the same spirit

and gifts and manifestations and power

that existed in the ancient Church. And

here is one of the great proofs of the truth

of that which I have advanced to you:

Wherever the servants of God connected

with this Church and holding this au-

thority go into the world—and they go

out without purse or scrip and adminis-

ter: there are no salaried preachers in

this Church—wherever they go and pro-

claim this Gospel they tell the people

that if they will believe on the Lord Jesus

Christ, and repent of their sins, and be

baptized for the remission of sins, they

shall receive the Holy Ghost, through

the laying on of hands; and that this

Holy Ghost that shall be given to them is

the same spirit exactly in its manifesta-

tions, in its power, that the Apostles

conferred upon the people by the lay-

ing on of hands in the early Christian

Church, and that rested down upon the

old prophets by which they wrote the

things called scripture: the same spirit

that Jesus Christ had without measure;

that spirit that He gave to His Apos-

tles when He breathed upon them and

said: "Peace be unto you: as my Father

hath sent me, even so send I you * *

Receive ye the Holy Ghost:" that same

spirit that was upon them on the day of

Pentecost; that spirit which manifested

itself to the Church in Corinth by the

gift of tongues, interpretations, visions,

dreams, healings and miracles, and all

those signs which Jesus Christ promised

to them that believed. These are mani-

fest in the midst of the Latter-day Saints;

this spirit, this power, is revealed to

them and communicated to them. Not

merely to the Presidency and the Twelve

Apostles, and other leading Elders, but

to each individual, to every person who

believes and repents and is baptized, and

upon whom the hands are laid of those

having authority from God to adminis-

ter in His name. Now, these men might

claim this authority and be impostors;

for the world has been full of impostors,

and there are plenty of them nowadays—

religious impostors; these men might

claim to have this authority, but they

could not communicate this power, the

Holy Ghost. But wherever people receive

this doctrine, and obey it in the spirit of

it, their testimony is, in every land, in ev-

ery corner of the earth, wherever the ser-

vants of God have penetrated, that they

have received for themselves by revela-

tion, by the Holy Ghost from on high, a

testimony that this work is the work of


