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God, and that these men are His ser-

vants. That is why they are here. That

is why they are gathered in these val-

leys of the mountains. They are here

because they have received the truth,

and a knowledge of it, because they have

received the ordinances of the Church

and obtained the power that accompa-

nies them; because God has witnessed

to them individually, that He has spoken

from the heavens, that He has reestab-

lished His Church, and that the time has

come for the building up of the latter-

day Kingdom and the establishment of

God's dominion in all the earth, and they

are called to help in the work; not only

the Apostles and Priesthood, but all the

members of the Church are called to take

a part in the work. And here we are, in

these mountain valleys, bound together

as a band of brethren—not by the power

of man, not by the coercion of man, not

by oppression, not by arbitrary rules, but

by the spirit and power of the Eternal

God, sent down from on high, which has

been shed abroad universally upon the

members of the Church. This is our tes-

timony to the world.

We know that God lives. We know

that there are "special providences" of

God. We know that this work will pre-

vail. We know that all these adverse

plans and schemes of men, either from

individuals or from nations, will only

tend to roll on this work, and bring

about the purposes of the Almighty in

the midst of the children of men. That

is why we have so much confidence.

It is not because we think so much of

ourselves. We do not profess to be a

great people, except in our unity—in

that we are great—except in our indus-

try, temperance and sobriety, for we are

a temperate, sober and thrifty people.

Of course there are exceptions to this.

There are men and women among us,

like there are in all denominations, who

will not hearken to good advice and

do right. Notwithstanding the promise

made by every man and woman that

comes into this Church to be holy and

righteous, true and faithful, and to avoid

sin, there are some whowill not be bound

by their solemn obligations, nor abide

their covenants with one another. And

those who will break promises with each

other are very likely to break promises

made with God Almighty. But as a body

we are a united, thrifty, temperate and

sober people, and we try to do that which

we consider to be right. We may make

mistakes like other people: but as a body

of people we are on the straight and nar-

rowway, the one path to the celestial city,

and we desire to turn neither to the right

hand nor to the left. Those who walked

in that path in ancient times were told

by Jesus Christ that they would be op-

posed by the world, that the world would

hate them. "If ye were of the world, the

world would love his own: but because

ye are not of the world, but I have cho-

sen you out of the world, therefore the

world hateth you." We have been called

out of the world in the same way. We

are called with a special calling, and

we have a special mission to perform.

There is not a soul in this Church but

has a mission. We are called out of the

world to be the people of the Lord, to

be Saints of the Most High, to conse-

crate and dedicate ourselves body and

soul, with all that we have—the fruits

of the labors of our hands, the fruits of

the efforts of our minds—to the work

in which we are engaged, the work of

the Great God in the earth, He using

us as instruments. This is the kind of


