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people we are. This is the kind of people

the world are opposed to.

Now, in regard to that feature of

our faith that they make so much

fuss about—a right we claim under the

Constitution of the United States, and

against which laws have been passed in

Congress, framed to prevent our carry-

ing out the commandments of God in re-

gard to our family relations—that fea-

ture seems to upset the equilibrium of

our "Christian" friends. What is the mat-

ter? "Why, you believe in men having

more wives than one." Yes, some men,

good men. We don't believe that a bad

man should have a wife at all. None but

the good deserve the fair. And we be-

lieve that righteous men, virtuous men,

men that would not improperly use any

power or faculty of their nature, ought

to be permitted to have wives and raise

up a holy posterity and train their chil-

dren in the ways of virtue, honesty and

uprightness. We do not believe it is right

for men to give way to their animal pas-

sions. We do not believe it is right to

do so either in plural or single marriage

or outside of it. We believe marriage

to be an holy estate, ordained of God,

with which Congress has not the right to

interfere. It is a religious matter with

us. It is a holy ordinance established by

the Eternal Father. We claim that the

women of the Church are the daughters

of God, and God has some right as to

their disposition. We do not believe it is

right for a man to pick and choose where

he likes, and do as he pleases indepen-

dent of God Almighty. We read in the

Old Testament that, "When man began

to multiply on the face of the earth, and

daughters were born unto them, That

the sons of God saw the daughter's of

men that they were fair; and they took

them wives of all which they chose."

And it is stated that the iniquity of man

was great, and God brought a flood on

the earth. Now, to understand that cor-

rectly we have to know what kind of posi-

tion those persons were in, and why they

were called the "sons of God." Those men

were in the same position as the Latter-

day Saints. They were heirs to the

Priesthood. They were the sons of God.

They had obeyed the holy covenants.

They had received the word of the Lord.

They were consecrated to the Almighty.

But they went outside of their covenants

and their engagement with the Lord,

and took wives of the daughters of men

that were not in the covenant, and thus

transgressed the law of God. The law

of God in relation to this has been the

same in all ages, and has been given

to this people—that the sons of Israel

shall wed the daughters of Israel, and

shall not go out to wed with the stranger.

These men did that, and God was dis-

pleased, as He is today with Latter-day

Saints, who are called out of the world

to be His servants, to be holy unto the

Lord, to be clean because they bear the

vessels of the Lord, when they go out-

side and wed with the stranger. The law

is that they shall not do this, but shall

wed under the everlasting covenant and

have their wives given them of the Lord

and sealed to them by an holy ordi-

nance revealed from heaven, in a holy

place prepared for the purpose—sealed

for time and all eternity, so that death

shall not be able to break the bond of

union; that though death may separate

them for a little season when they come

up in the resurrection, there will be no

need to marry or give in marriage, be-

cause they were married on the earth

by authority of God Almighty for time

and all eternity, just like Adam and

Eve were, for God gave Eve to Adam


