RELIGIOUS LIBERTY GUARANTEED BY THE CONSTITUTION, ETC.

limitations and regulations over which we
cannot pass. And it is not for the wicked.
Now, then, in this sense, looking upon
this as a religious institution, as a sacra-
ment, as an ordinance of our faith, as a
part of our creed, as an establishment of
our religion, we claim the right to the free
exercise thereof before God and before
man. If anybody can prove to us that it is
wrong, that it is impure, that its effects are
bad for this world or the world to come,
that would be another thing altogether,
and would have its effect with us, because
as members of this Church we are in for
truth, for salvation, for the glory of our
God. We want to attain to the celestial
kingdom. We want to fit ourselves for the
society of the holy ones, the society of the
best that ever lived upon the face of the
earth, and for that we are Latter-day Saints.
If men could prove to us that we are
wrong, then they might have some chance
of converting us. But when they trample
upon our inalienable rights, upon our con-
stitutional privileges, upon our religious
liberty, why, then, we feel like resisting.
But we are not going to fight. We natu-
rally repel the assaults against us, but it is
in the way of defense. Our motto, like that
of the volunteers in London, is, “Defense,
not Defiance.” We defend our rights and
privileges against all attacks, and in do-
ing so we are standing up for the rights of
all the people of this great country. For if
you tear away the underpinning from the
structure the fathers established, the whole
institution may come down with a crash.
I tell you we have got to watch for these
things, and this is part of our mission. We
must preach the Gospel and build up the
Kingdom of God, and contend for our
constitutional rights, because they are given
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of the Lord. The Constitution of our
country was revealed of God. God has
made known to us that He inspired the
framers of the Constitution, and caused
that instrument to be brought forth, so
that all people might be protected in their
rights. We claim the same rights as other
folks, and no more. We have received this
principle of our faith in connection with
many more, and we claim that if we do
not infringe upon the rights of others we
should have liberty in the exercise there-
of. If a man was permitted to force some
woman to be his wife, or to interfere with
his neighbor’s wife, or infringe upon the
rights of another man, then the secular
law might step in and interfere. But while
the woman is free—no woman among us
is coerced, no woman is placed in bond-
age, every woman is at liberty to marry
or not marry—while that is the case we
do not think that the law has any right
to interfere; and we intend to contend
for our rights inch by inch, lawfully, re-
spectfully; but in this we are as firm as
these everlasting mountains that are not
moved by the blasts of winter or the heat
of summer. This is the work of God, and
woe! be unto us if we do not preach the
Gospel! Woe! be unto us if we relinquish
or attempt to sell or barter or compromise
one of the eternal principles that have been
sent down from the heavens and which
we have to carry to the ends of the earth!
But if we are faithful to our mission and
calling, if we stand firm and true, and regard
God rather than man, God shall fight our
battles. Everything that seems to be against
us will be turned for our good. The clouds
that overshadow us from time to time
will part and roll away, and the glorious sun
of prosperity will shine upon us. If
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