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I have listened with much interest—as 
no doubt all of you have—to the remarks 
which have been made by Brother Young. 
It is very interesting to hear respecting the 
people in distant settlements, their faith, 
their growth, and their development in 
things spiritual and temporal. It is very 
encouraging to hear that the Latter-day 
Saints in distant places, far removed from 
this city, are alive to their duties, and 
to the performance of those obligations 
which rest upon them. I well remember 
the time—and doubtless very many of 
you here today also remember it—when 
it was thought that if we increased to any 
extent, and the people got beyond the in-
fluence of their leaders, who are supposed 
to be so astute and cunning as to man-
age them and all their affairs, that what is 
called Mormonism would soon dissolve, 
and either fall a prey to internal dissensions 
or break to pieces through some other 
cause. The Elders of this Church from the 
beginning have testified unto the world 
that if men and women would receive the  
doctrines of which they were the bearers, 
in the spirit in which they were taught, 
they should have a testimony for them-

selves respecting their truth, and that by 
means of that testimony they would be en-
abled to stand and bear up against all pres-
sure and all assaults that might be made or 
brought to bear upon them.

Mormonism, as it is termed, has been 
upon its trial from the beginning. The 
inhabitants of the earth are testing it, and 
we who are connected with it are obtaining 
knowledge concerning its adaptability to 
meet all the wants and requirements of all 
circumstances in which we may be placed.

The great duty that devolves upon us, 
my brethren and sisters, is to live that re-
ligion which we profess. I confess to you 
today that if I am ever assailed with fears 
or with doubts respecting the result of 
the machinations of the wicked against 
us, and of legislation hostile to us; if I 
am ever troubled, I say, with any doubts 
or fears, they have their origin in myself, 
my own inability, or, perhaps, the inabil-
ity of my brethren and sisters, and their  
carelessness in carrying out the com-
mands of God. For no other reason, am I  
ever troubled with fear respecting us  
as a people, or the results of the plots
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