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that are devised against us. I know,

as well as I know I stand here, that

the Latter-day Saints will emerge tri-

umphant from every difficulty in which

they may be involved, from every trial to

which they may be subjected, if they will

only live the religion they profess, and

carry out its principles strictly in their

lives. I know this, I say, as well as I know

that I am here today, and am speaking

to you. If we should be unfaithful, if

we should neglect to serve our God with

that faithfulness and zeal which He re-

quires of us, then we may expect to be

scourged, we may expect to have diffi-

culty and trouble, we may expect that

those who oppose us will gain, as they

at least think, victories over us. God will

use them to whip us into line, to bring

us to a sense of our duties, to stir us up

to diligence and faithfulness in keeping

His commandments. He will use them

in this direction and for these purposes.

It, therefore, is a matter of great im-

portance to us that we should be atten-

tive to our duties; that every man in this

Church who has a family should put his

family into such a condition, as far as he

can, that God will approve of them; that

every Teacher in this Church whose duty

it is to visit the houses of the Latter-day

Saints and give them instructions con-

cerning their duties, to see that there is

no difficulty existing, no dissensions, no

quarrelling—that these men should at-

tend strictly to their duties; and that ev-

ery officer in the Church in his place and

station should be prompt and zealous in

looking after the affairs of the Latter-

day Saints; that no drunkenness is per-

mitted, that no blasphemies are permit-

ted, that no Sabbath breaking is permit-

ted, that no speaking evil and bearing

false witness are permitted, that fornica-

tions and adulteries are not permitted,

and that those who are guilty of any

of these offenses are strictly dealt with,

that there shall be no causes of this char-

acter existing among us as a people to

bring forth the displeasure of our God. I

feel myself that this is the time for us to

be alive to our duties. We have no other

defense than this. Our numbers are in-

sufficient: our wealth, and our strength,

and our worldly influence are entirely in-

sufficient to give us victory. We can only

hope to prevail by reason of the strength

which our God will give unto us, by rea-

son of the protection which He will ex-

tend unto us, and we cannot hope to suc-

ceed upon any other principle or by any

other means. It is this that has given us

victory in the past; it is this that will give

us the victory in the future; it is this that

will make us strong and mighty in the

earth.

We are working out a great revolu-

tion, it may be said. Today we are

disproving most effectually that remark

that has become so trite among men,

that God, or Providence, is on the side

of the strongest artillery, and upon the

side of the greatest numbers. We are

disproving this. Our case illustrates

most perfectly that when God is upon

the side of a people—they may be feeble,

they may be poor, they may be despised

and be exceedingly unpopular—they will

most assuredly gain triumphs and vic-

tories over all who oppose them. And I

am thankful this day, in the presence of

our God, I am thankful this day in your

presence, my brethren and sisters, that

God has, in His infinite mercy and kind-

ness, spoken once more from the heav-

ens and revealed Himself to men. Per-

secution! Who cares for it? Who fears

it? What is there connected with it to


