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make us tremble or to weaken us in

the least degree if we are possessed of

the knowledge which God has restored,

that He lives, that He is the same to-

day that He was 1,800 years ago, that

He was in the days of the Prophets

and Patriarchs—the same kind, benefi-

cent, merciful, all-powerful Being? This

knowledge God has restored, and we re-

joice in its possession. We would that

all men would listen unto His voice and

be entreated of Him. We would that

all men would seek unto Him and ob-

tain for themselves this knowledge He

is so willing to bestow. Our persecu-

tions would be joyous to us—if they may

be called persecutions—if such results as

these could be wrought out, or would be

the results that would attend these per-

secutions. While Brother Brigham was

speaking about persecution, the thought

passed through my mind that that which

we term persecution is only the dis-

cipline necessary for our development.

There is a great destiny in store for this

people, and they never can attain unto

it unless they pass through just such

scenes as they have passed through in

the past, and such scenes as they doubt-

less will have to pass through of a more

trying character in the future. This is

the discipline that is necessary to purify

us, to prepare us in every respect for the

fulfilling of that high destiny that awaits

us. For just as sure as God lives, so sure

will the people called Latter-day Saints

become a great and mighty power in the

earth. A people possessed of their quali-

ties must, in the very nature of things,

accomplish mighty results. A people

united, a people believing in one doc-

trine, a people temperate and frugal, vir-

tuous, industrious and enterprising, pos-

sessing every quality of greatness, they

must, in the very nature of things, if they

are true to themselves and to their re-

ligion, achieve distinction in the earth,

and God designs it for us. But we must

put ourselves in a way to be taught of

Him. We must put away evil far from us.

We must cleanse ourselves from every-

thing that is offensive in His sight. We

must live the religion that we profess—

make it practically a part of our every

day lives. This is incumbent upon us in-

dividually as well as collectively. A re-

ligion of profession amounts to nothing.

A religion to be used only on Sundays

is valueless. We want a religion that

will go with us into our fields, into our

workshops, into our habitations, and into

our everyday dealings one with another.

This is the kind of religion we want, and

this, I am happy to say, is the kind of re-

ligion we have got. If we will live it as

we should do, we shall witness these re-

sults to a greater extent than we have

yet witnessed them. God has tried us in

many respects in the past. There are ad-

ditional ordeals yet before us. We have

been told from the beginning that the

time would come when not only would

the people of a county be opposed to

us, but the people of a state would op-

pose us; and as we increased opposition

would increase, until the Government

of the United States would pronounce

against us. It is a remarkable fact—

not known, probably, or if known not

believed by the Congress of the United

States, or by the members of Congress,

who pass inimical measures against us—

that Joseph Smith predicted years and

years ago, when it was as improba-

ble as anything that is yet unfulfilled,

that the time would come when our na-

tion through its Congress, would do the

very thing that is now being done, that


