
we have witnessed this last week for in-
stance, in the passage by the Senate of 
the Edmunds-Hoar bill. Little do they 
think that by such actions as these they are 
strengthening the faith of the Latter-day 
Saints, because they see in these actions 
that they are fulfilling the words of a man 
whom they believe to be a Prophet of God. 
And not only were we told that this would 
be the case, but that the time would come 
when the fear of the Kingdom of God 
would be so great that other nations would 
array themselves in like manner against the 
Latter-day Saints.

So, Latter-day Saints, if any of you 
think that we will immediately have a 
time when persecution, trial and difficulty 
will cease, and we will have smooth sail-
ing, you had better be undeceived, for 
that is not in the program; it is not de-
signed of God that we should have any 
such future before us. The time will come, 
but it will be when Satan is bound, when 
the Kingdom of God will prevail on the 
earth, and peace, righteousness and truth 
will have sway; but until that time we 
may expect to have troubled seas, tem-
pests, times of trial and difficulty, to test 
us and train us, and to fit and prepare the 
earth, as we have been told this afternoon 
for the coming of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. We are only testing our 
strength in these things. The Edmunds 
law became a law upwards of two years 
ago. What has it amounted to? Why, 
we have had an opportunity of showing 
our strength, our union. Now, this bill 
that has been passed by the Senate—
suppose it should become a law. What 
then? Will it have the effect that is ex-
pected of those who have framed it? If 
we do our duty, certainly not. If we live  
our religion, certainly not. It will fall

harmless at our feet. There is no law that 
can be devised by human wisdom that 
can reach this case—that is, as those who 
devise such measures desire. It is an im-
possibility. No mobocratic scheme ever 
injured us. When the Governor of the 
State of Missouri issued his exterminating 
order against the Latter-day Saints, de-
claring that if they did not leave the State 
they should be exterminated, he thought, 
doubtless, that he was dealing this system 
a deadly blow. We were broken up into 
fragments, it might be said, in the depths 
of inclement weather. The people were 
compelled to flee for their lives. What was 
the result? Why, in a short time the sys-
tem became a greater power than before. 
When we were driven out by violence, by 
bloodshed, from the State of Illinois, and 
compelled to launch forth into the wilder-
ness, for a while it was thought that we 
were certainly placed in a position where 
we should be ruined. What has been the 
result? It has had the effect of causing us 
to spread until throughout these moun-
tain valleys the Latter-day Saints are num-
bered by thousands. Every measure that 
has been taken against us since then, de-
signed for our overthrow, has only taught 
us our strength. It has compelled us to go 
to the fountain of all strength, to God our 
Eternal Father. Feeling our own inabil-
ity, our own incapacity, our own weak-
ness, we have been compelled to go to a 
higher power. We have invoked the heav-
ens. From the habitations of the Saints 
throughout these valleys the prayer of 
faith has ascended unto the God of heaven 
imploring Him to protect and preserve  
the people in their innocence—notwith-
standing the malignant falsehoods that 
have been circulated against them—im-
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