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ploring Him to defend them, and to save
them from the hands of those who would
destroy them. And abundantly have these
prayers been answered. We have had deliv-
erances wrought out that have been most
extraordinary. Men have looked upon this
system and said, “What crafty leaders, what
astute leadership; you have got a very cun-
ning lot of men as Mormon leaders”—giv-
ing the glory to men, as though men could
preserve the people in this matter, ignoring
the God of heaven, denying His power,
and asserting that God had done nothing,
but that it is all attributable to the manage-
ment of the leaders in holding the people
together, as though it had all been done by
the strength of their impostures.

Now, these deliverances which have
been wrought out in the past will be re-
peated. These trials are necessary. It is just
as necessary that we should have these
things to contend with as that we live. I
do not dread their effects nearly as much
as I do something else. Hostile legislation
and opposition of this character have but
one tendency as a rule, that is, to drive us
closer together, to make the cause a com-
mon one, to cause us to feel united. You
have seen a cooper putting hoops on a
barrel; driving them down has the effect
of tightening the staves and making the
barrel strong. So it is with these measures.
The more they are driven the tighter it
brings the people together, solidifies them,
makes them one, and it gives them a con-
sciousness of strength; because when they
emerge from these trials victorious, they
feel better able to cope with greater diffi-
culties and greater oppression when they
are brought to bear upon them. And they
are necessary, as I have said, for our
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development. But let us have ease, let us
prosper in worldly things, let the world
smile upon us and bid us welcome and
treat us as they treat those whom they love;
let the world do this, and how long should
we be united? Why, the influence would be
towards disintegration. Worldly influence
would creep in. That is more to be dreaded
than persecution. Prosperity is far more to
be dreaded under circumstances such as we
are placed in—what I mean by prosperity,
I mean worldly prosperity, worldly sym-
pathy, worldly favor; these are more to be
dreaded than the disfavor of the world and
the tyranny that may be brought to bear
upon us because of our being obnoxious to
them.

Therefore, I look upon these measures
and other measures that are proposed as
only a part of the program. Shall we have
measures that will be hostile to us? Yes. We
may make up our minds for this; but we
may also rest assured that that God who
has delivered us so frequently in the past
will still continue to deliver us, and we
shall not fall a prey, if we do our duty, to
our enemies. He will preserve us. He will
make our feet fast in these mountains. He
will throw around us His arm of power,
and when the worst comes to the worst He
will interpose in our behalf in a miraculous
manner to free us and place us upon a sure
foundation. In fact, it is all miraculous.
The existence of this people is a miracle.
The growth of this people is a miracle. The
attitude of this people is a miracle. It is all
contrary to what are called natural causes,
and therefore miraculous, contrary to the
laws that pass current among men respect-
ing peoples, communities and individuals,
such as we are, and such as all are.

My brethren and sisters: We
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