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have every reason to rejoice so long as

we are doing right. It is this that we

have to console us. If we were vicious

the world would not war against us. It

is not against vice that the war is being

made. Man may say so, but God knows

it is not so. Our enemies know that it is

not so. They know that it is not vice in

us that provokes this warfare. Where is

vice to be found in our cities? Nowhere.

It finds no favor with us. We cherish

virtue, the virtues of humanity, every-

thing that is Godlike, and we frown down

everything that is vicious and unholy. If

we had our way there would not be an

adulterer in these mountains. If we had

our way there would not be a seducer in

these mountains. Every woman would

either be a virtuous maiden or a married

woman, or a widow. We would take care

of family virtue, preserve it as we would

life; for it is more precious than life itself,

and should be valued as such, and every

man that would do anything to degrade a

woman ought to be and will be damned.

If we had our way there would be no

drunkenness in all these mountains, no

lying in these mountains; the name of

God would not be taken in vain, no pro-

fane words would be heard. We would

suppress these things, and in their place

cherish virtue, industry, integrity, hon-

esty and every virtue that men love and

that God loves. No, it is not because we

are vicious; it is not because we love vice;

it is not because we are the most corrupt

and depraved of mankind that we have

enemies. Why, the drunkard, the gam-

bler, the whoremonger, the villains of

various dyes, who fight against us, would

welcome us if we were like them. But we

are not. We have come out of the world

and are determined to serve God accord-

ing to the dictates of our conscience, and

according to the revelations that He has

given us.

The warfare will go on as it has done

in the past, only with this difference:

that in our age and to us God has made

promises, that this kingdom, that is, the

Holy Priesthood that He has restored to

the earth and the authority that He once

had among men; the promise is to us

that it shall not be taken from the earth

again; but that this kingdom shall roll

forth, continue to grow and increase, un-

til it will encircle within its pale all the

virtuous and honest of the nations of the

earth. This is the destiny of this work;

not to exclude anyone, but to include ev-

eryone; and as it gains strength, influ-

ence and power, it will continue to aggre-

gate to itself all that is good in mankind.

The day will come when our own nation

will be convulsed with intestine strife.

The civil war that is past is not the only

war that will take place in this land. It

is a matter of regret to think it should be

otherwise. But God has spoken. There

will be intestine strife in our own na-

tion. Already we can see, as it were,

the seeds of this germinating and sprout-

ing in the midst of neighborhoods and of

communities, and it will break out af-

ter a while, and men will flee to Zion.

The prediction was made 52 years ago by

Joseph Smith, that the time would come

when those that would not take up their

sword to fight against their neighbor in

this blessed land (the most favored of

any land under the heavens, so favored

in government, so favored in climate,

so favored in every element of wealth,

and in all its surroundings), they would

be compelled to come here for protec-

tion, for we will be the only people that

will be at peace on the continent. That


