THE OBJECT OF COOPERATION, ETC.

We are not nearly as united as we ought
to be. If the people of Huntsville, whose
Bishop has been reporting them, had been
united as Saints should be, and as I trust
they will be some day, the probability is
that they would have been much better off
financially than they now are.

Cooperation is a principle that
President Young was very much concerned
about, and that he endeavored, with his
brethren, to impress upon the minds of
the people throughout the land. Under his
administration our cooperative institutions
were established, and by his efforts, many
of the people, especially in the south-
ern part of Utah and in Arizona, became
united together in organizations that were
called “the United Order.” The object was
cooperation, that the principles of union
in labor as well as in faith might be devel-
oped to its fullest extent in the midst of the
Saints. We all believe in being united in
faith. We all profess to believe that there
is one God, one faith, one baptism, and
that we should be one people; but notwith-
standing we profess this, our individual-
ity stands out very prominent. Many of
us cannot see just the same as our breth-
ren see, and we cannot possibly be wholly
united with them. We do not expect—I do
not expect at all events—that the people
will come to see eye to eye all at once. I be-
lieve this to be a work of great importance,
and one that will not be accomplished
without years of experience, and perhaps
we will have to suffer many chastisements
and reproofs before we are brought to a
unity of the faith. Yet we ought to try to
see eye to eye as far as possible. Our being
united does not destroy our individuality
at all. We can be just as strong in our in-
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dividuality when united in regard to the
purposes and designs of the Almighty, as
we can possibly be when in opposition to
these purposes and designs, and to our
brethren who are united in regard to the
things of God. Indeed I think it evinces a
stronger characteristic of individuality for
men and women to bring themselves into
harmony and union with the purposes of
the Almighty than to be divided against
them or separate from them. Of one thing
I am certain, and that is, that we ought to
seek to become acquainted with the prin-
ciples of economy. We ought to use the
best wisdom, judgment and understand-
ing we can obtain in our temporal as well
as in our spiritual affairs and concerns.
You take a community like the commu-
nity of Huntsville, or any community of
Saints in a Ward, isolated, perhaps, in a
little valley, and if there is union and co-
operation in their midst, thousands and
tens of thousands of dollars can be saved
in their own pockets; while, on the other
hand, if individuals are left to do as they
please, thousands of dollars will go out of
their pockets into the pockets of specula-
tors and others. I know that to be true.
As Bishop Hammond has very truly said,
there is in Huntsville from half a dozen
to a dozen mowing machines, when two
or three would be ample to do all the
work which is required to be done in
that place with these machines. This be-
ing the case, as stated by the Bishop, then
all the thousands of dollars which have
been expended upon these superabundant
machines and other implements, have
gone out of the possession of the people
into the pockets of outsiders and strang-
ers; whereas if they had been contented
with having just enough, they could
have devoted the balance of their means
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