
246 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

in other directions, or have placed it in
such a position as that it would bring
them interest, instead of being operated
and used by their enemies, perhaps, for
their political or religious destruction.
There is no reason why the principle of
unity should not operate in the midst of
the Latter-day Saints, except that we are
too selfish. It should not be "every man
for himself;" but we are many of us cov-
etous. We desire in our hearts to have
everything our neighbor has, whether we
need it or not. In order to be like our
neighbor; in order that we may asso-
ciate with him, and that our daughters
may associate with his daughters, and
our sons with his sons, we must have
as fine a house, as costly furniture, as
many horses, as many plows, reaping
and mowing machines, and headers, as
many cows, as many sheep, and as many
luxuries, whether we can afford it as well
as our neighbor can or not. Now, all
this is extremely foolish. It is wrong.
We see a vehicle which costs $200, more
or less, and we do not absolutely need
it—only we must have it to be like our
neighbor—would it not be better to put
that money in the bank, or lend it to
somebody in business, and thus while
benefiting others with our capital, secure
interest upon it for ourselves. Certainly
it would. In that way the money would
be a help to you; whereas if you pur-
chase the wagon you do not require, in
addition to paying an exorbitant price
in the purchase which is generally the
case, the wagon will very likely be left
exposed to the sun and wet—as wagons
too frequently are left by a great many
of the people—and soon becomes use-
less. Some men think nothing of buy-
ing a very nice carriage, spring wagon, or
other wagon of some kind, and treating

it in this way until it is ruined and
worthless. The same with valuable agri-
cultural machinery; too much of it is
bought and used for two or three days,
or two or three weeks in a season, or for
a whole month in a year—say a reaper,
or a mower, and where is it the rest of
the year? Outdoors, in the sun and rain,
and before it can be used next season,
it must be taken to a blacksmith's shop
for repairs; for through exposure it has
become rusty, the wood season checked,
every joint loosened. This is the way
some people use their agricultural imple-
ments whereas with very little trouble
they might be stored away in the shed,
kept dry and secure, and ready for ser-
vice when the next season came round.
But the better way of all is—in a small
community where every man knows his
neighbor, and where all are on neigh-
borly terms, to consult together, and to
form into cooperative bodies for the pur-
pose of transacting the business neces-
sary to be transacted outside of their lit-
tle community. By thus consulting to-
gether, and using the combined wisdom
of the community as to the number of
reapers, mowers, etc., they will need to
do the work of the community, a great
deal might be saved. One man need
not own the machinery. They could all
join together, each contributing a certain
sum towards its purchase, which they
could use to mutual advantage, and see
that it is well housed and taken care of
when out of use. In this way a commu-
nity could save thousands of dollars year
after year, and I know the principle is a
correct one for the people of Zion. It is
a principle of economy. Money is some-
thing which a man ought to be able to
take care of, and use wisely if he has it; if
he does not know how to take care of it, it


