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preference to his brother. Well, I do not

know that this is right. I think if he

cannot pay the full amount to both, it

would be proper to pay each a propor-

tion. Would not this be just as honest—

instead of paying all to the Gentile and

leaving your brother without anything?

I think so. I do not know that we do this

sort of thing to any extent; but I have

sometimes heard of people that were

thought to be very good payers to the out-

siders, but were not so prompt in paying

their brethren. I do not think that is ex-

actly right. I think we ought not to go

in debt at all beyond what we can pay.

The Lord commands this. We ought to

live within our means if possible, and if

it is not possible and we keep living be-

yond our means, it is only a question of

time when wewon't even have credit, our

friends won't trust us, and we will have

to live within our means or die, or steal,

as someone has added. When it comes

to that kind of thing I feel as Dr. John-

son did when the beggar accosted him,

"Why don't you go to work?" said the Doc-

tor. "I cannot get any work, I cannot

get anything to do, and you know, Doc-

tor, I must live." "Well," said the Doctor,

"I don't see the least necessity for it."

(Laughter.) When a man won't pay his

debts, or will not live within his means,

when he knows what his income is: when

a man will continue to get in debt to

his neighbors as long as he has got any

credit, knowing all the time that he can-

not pay his way—well, I do not know that

there is much necessity for that man to

live. Perhaps the world would be as well

off if he should pass away quietly some-

where. Every Latter-day Saint ought

to learn—and especially every youth in

Israel ought to learn—that everyone of

them should try to make the world

a little better for their being in it, if they

possibly can. We all ought to try to do

some good. If we will do that, then there

is some necessity for our living. God will

bless us in our labors and efforts; and if

we will cooperate together in our tempo-

ral affairs and conduct our business on

correct principles, the world will be bet-

ter for us, and we will be better off in the

world. We will have more means to build

up the kingdom of God; we will have

more to use for the gathering of the poor,

for the building up of Zion, for the ben-

efit of the Saints, and for our own ben-

efit, and we will have much more power

in the world. Money is a powerful agent

in this degenerated age. It is said that

knowledge is power. Knowledge should

stand above money or wealth. But in

the present condition of the world money

takes the lead.

This ought not to be the case with us.

The Lord says in the scriptures, "make

to yourselves friends of the mammon of

unrighteousness." What for? Obviously

that you may have power and influence

with the unrighteous.

Now, if we had wealth—and we are

bound to have it by and by—those who

worship wealth would either covet it and

hate us and try to destroy us to get it,

as some are doing, or else they would

be bound to acknowledge the power we

could wield through the possession of

wealth. Well, now, we need not be at

all afraid of the former. They cannot

destroy us; for the Lord is our friend,

and we are His friends. He will not

suffer them to rob and plunder us; and

take away from us our possessions; or

if He does, he will give us more abun-

dantly; because if we possess riches

they will be the Lord's. We will ded-

icate them to Him, if we do our duty,


