THE OBJECT OF COOPERATION, ETC.

and they will belong to Him, and surely
the Lord will protect His own. We should
not despise these things, but should en-
deavor to use them for the accomplishment
of the all-wise purposes of the Almighty.
The Lord has said, Zion shall become
the richest of all people. The earth is the
Lord’s, and the fullness of the earth is His.
The cattle upon a thousand hills are His.
The gold and the silver and all the mineral
wealth of these vast mountains belong to
the Lord. And although the wicked may
get possession of them for a little while,
yet they will perish by and by, and leave
all their wealth behind. They cannot take
it beyond the grave. By and by the Lord
will overrule these matters in such a way,
that the righteous, those who love God
more than they love the world, and will use
their means to the honor and glory of God,
shall be made possessors of the earth and
the fullness of it. It will be theirs to use for
every purpose that is right and legitimate—
to manipulate armies if necessary—to
manipulate nations, or the world if neces-
sary, to the carrying out of the purposes of
Almighty God. We do not want to lavish it
upon the lusts of the flesh. We should not
desire it for that purpose.

If we do, God will withhold it from us,
I hope; for no man should have wealth to
gratify the lusts and desires of the flesh.
We should use it to the honor and glory of
God’s name, and to the building up of His
Kingdom.

We ought; therefore, to cooperate
together in our mercantile institutions.
It is as much a duty to sustain these as
any other duty devolving upon us, or
now as at any former time. We should pa-
tronize our brethren. We ought to see eye
to eye in regard to these things. We

JOD Vol 25-LIVE.indd 249

249

ought to be united in everything. We
should cheerfully extend a helping hand
to our neighbors from time to time. If our
neighbor is oppressed, if he lacks knowl-
edge or understanding or skill in the man-
agement of his affairs, you that have skill
and experience and know how to hus-
band your strength and means, ought to
take pains to instruct your neighbor or
brother who is not as thoroughly posted
as you are. The instructions he receives in
this way will benefit him and will not in-
jure or impoverish you. We ought not to
be miserly in regard to anything we pos-
sess, that is good. We can freely impart to
others and not diminish our own store.
We can impart our experience for the ben-
efit of others. If our brother is about to
buy something that is apparently not re-
quired, it would be a benefit to the poor
man, who lacks judgment, for the Bishop
or his counselors, or for his Teacher to go
to him and endeavor to show him the mis-
take he is about to make. I think we ought
to cooperate together in all these matters,
be one in all respects, and not be like the
world, “everyone for himself and the devil
for all.” The Lord has told us in a revela-
tion through the Prophet Joseph Smith,
that except we are one, we are not His.
He has said that we must be united. We
must be one. We should see eye to eye. We
should help each other; help our neighbor
and our brother. The Savior very beauti-
fully describes who is our neighbor in
the example of the good Samaritan.
Who is your neighbor? Who is your
brother? Why, the man that ministers to
you in the time of need; the man that is
your friend in the time of adversity; the
man that extends a helping hand and
saves you from error; the man that gives
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