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you the benefit of his experience and

of his superior intelligence—he is your

neighbor, your friend and your brother.

Those who have embraced the Gospel—

and especially those who are endowed

with the authority of the Holy Priest-

hood, and are called to be saviors upon

Mount Zion—ought to be the first and

foremost in this good work of being sav-

iors of their neighbors, and of their fel-

low creatures on the earth. It is our

duty to teach correct principles, to in-

still them into the hearts of our chil-

dren, and into the hearts of our neigh-

bors, and to see that these principles are

grounded in our own hearts; for except

a man has been converted himself, and

has a knowledge of the truth, it is folly

for him to undertake to teach others the

right way. But when the principles of

the Gospel are thoroughly established in

our own hearts, we can then go in the

midst of our fellow creatures and say,

"Come and follow me." We can do this

consistently. We are called to be teach-

ers of these principles to the inhabitants

of the earth. We are called to be God's

people, not a people of the world, for we

have come out of the world. We ought

to be united in all things temporal as

well as spiritual. With God all things

are spiritual. There is nothing tempo-

ral with Him at all, and there ought to

be no distinction with us in regard to

these things. Our earthly or temporal

existence is merely a continuance of that

which is spiritual. Every step we take in

the great journey of life, the great jour-

ney of eternity, is a step in advance or

in retrogression. We are here in mortal-

ity, it is true; but we are ahead of that

condition we occupied before we came

here and took upon us mortality. We are

a step in advance of our former state.

What is the body without the spirit?

It is lifeless clay. What is it that affects

this lifeless clay? It is the spirit, it is the

immortal part, the eternal being, that

existed before it came here, that exists

within us, and that will continue to ex-

ist, and that by and by will redeem these

tabernacles and bring them forth out of

the graves. This whole mission of ours is

spiritual. The work we have to do here,

although we call it temporal, pertains

alike to our spiritual and our temporal

salvation. And the Lord has just as much

right to dictate, to counsel, to direct and

guide us in the manipulation and man-

agement of our temporal affairs, as we

call them, as He has to say one word in

relation to our spiritual affairs. So far as

He is concerned there is no difference in

this regard. He looks upon us as immor-

tal beings. Our bodies are designed to be-

come eternal and spiritual. God is spir-

itual Himself, although He has a body

of flesh and bone as Christ has. Yet He

is spiritual, and those who worship Him

must do so in spirit and in truth. And

when you come to separate the spiritual

from the temporal, see that you do not

make a mistake. Some are inclined to

say, "the Lord has a right to manage my

spiritual affairs, but I will not allow Him

to interfere with my temporal affairs."

Why, bless your soul, temporal things

pertain to spiritual things. They min-

ister to the spiritual man though they

may be clothed with a tabernacle of flesh.

The Bishop has as good a right to coun-

sel the members of his Ward in relation

to the purchase of merchandise or ma-

chinery, where and when he can do so

wisely, as he has to counsel them in re-

gard to spiritual matters. He has just as

good a right to do the one as the other.

He is a father to the people of the Ward.


