
He is placed over the people for the pur-
pose of leading them in the way of truth 
and righteousness, and it is his business 
to look after the temporal—if you chose 
to make any distinction between the tem-
poral and spiritual—as well as the spiri-
tual things. And President Taylor has as 
much right to direct the people in tem-
poral things as he has in spiritual things. 
We ought to acknowledge that right, and 
ought to do it freely and cheerfully, be-
cause we should see that it is right. We are 
under no compulsion to do so if we do not 
see that it is right; but at the same time it 
is a correct principle, and every Latter-day 
Saint ought to have intelligence enough 
to know that this is the best thing for him 
to do—to be united, to be one with his 
brethren.

Now, you are going to have an election 
of county officers by and by. What are you 
going to do about it? Are you going to 
split tickets? Are you going to the polls to 
scratch off names, and put on the name of 
somebody else? I should hope not. I do not 
care who is put in office, only so far as we 
must obey the commandments of the Lord 
in these things. We must choose righteous 
men, good men to fill these positions. 
Hence if you will only get good men to fill 
these offices no one should care who they 
are, so that you have agreed upon them, 
and were one. We want you to be one both 
in temporal, political and religious things, 
in fact, in everything you put your hands 
to in righteousness. We want you to be 
one, one as God and Christ are one, seeing 
eye to eye. Do not try to crush anybody,  
or build yourselves up at the expense of 
your neighbor. Do not do it; it is a custom 
of the world, and it is a wrong principle. 
It is said in the Scriptures that the chil-

dren of the world are wiser in their gen-
eration than the children of light. What 
does that mean? Why as I see it, when you 
go into Catholic communities, you will 
find that Catholics send their children to 
Catholic schools, and not to Protestant 
schools. You will find them patronizing 
Catholic merchants. They do not patronize 
Protestants. If there is anybody to put up 
for office they will put up their friends and 
vote for them. If you travel as missionar-
ies throughout the world you will find this 
to be true. I have seen it in San Francisco, 
in New York, and in Great Britain, and 
upon the Continent, and wherever I have 
been, and yet it is accounted criminal for 
Latter-day Saints to follow this rule. We 
might commit treason against the United 
States if we did not send our children to 
Gentile schools, or if we did not patron-
ize Gentile merchants. If a Gentile wanted 
to run for an office, and we did not vote 
for him, why, we are in rebellion against 
the government of the United States. I am 
going to tell you in a few words, what I 
think about these matters. I think the 
Latter-day Saints ought to send their chil-
dren to be educated by those who are their 
friends, and not by their enemies. I think 
the Latter-day Saints ought to patronize 
their brethren and sustain them, in pref-
erence to their enemies. I believe that the 
Latter-day Saints ought to cooperate to-
gether and do their own business instead 
of asking the Gentiles to do it for them. 
I believe the Latter-day Saints ought to 
unite together in regard to all these things, 
and do their business upon the most  
wise and economical principles, instead of 
every individual doing it himself, wasting 
his means, sustaining his enemies, and 
getting materials he has no use for. That
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