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individual cases, is right in cases of an

entire community, whether they be num-

bered by thousands or millions. A great

deal of fault has been found with us,

as a community, because of these pecu-

liarities, because we choose to believe

that God our Eternal Father has estab-

lished His Church and placed at the head

thereof a Prophet; because He has es-

tablished His Church and placed therein

Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Teach-

ers and other helps: because He has re-

stored the everlasting Gospel in its sim-

plicity and power; and also the gifts

thereof, so that men can enjoy them

again; because, I say, we believe in this

and claim this, a great many are dis-

posed to find fault with us. Now, I claim

that it is nobody's business but our own

what we believe, as to how we live, as

to how we do or how we organize our-

selves, so long as we do not violate law

and do not trample upon the rights of

those by whom we may be surrounded

who are our fellow citizens. I speak

thus because of some things which I no-

tice in our midst. Now, I am away con-

siderably, and when I get back I sup-

pose I look upon the condition of af-

fairs here with a little more scrutiny

than if I were here altogether. And I

notice this, that there is a disposition

among some who belong to the Church

to truckle, a tendency to bow, a tendency

to drift in the direction of society as it

exists elsewhere, and I have noticed that

some people are dreadfully afraid of the

association of church and state, dread-

fully afraid that somebody will be min-

gling politics and religion, that someone

who holds office in the Church among

us may hold some political office. I

do not share in that fear in the least.

I have never shared in it, I hope I

never shall, and have no idea I ever

shall. To do this, I am too conscious

of the fact that the Latter-day Saints

have been led to these mountains by

the Almighty, through His servants, and

that He has given unto us rights as cit-

izens of the land, and being in the ma-

jority, it is our right to govern this land,

to govern it in such a manner as shall

secure to all men who enter its borders

their rights, whether they be Latter-day

Saints, Methodists, Presbyterians, Infi-

dels, or anybody else, either "heathen

Chinese" or civilized American. The

Lord has given us ability thus far to gov-

ern the land; and it affords me no little

pleasure to be able to say that there is

no part of this nation so well governed

as this Territory, which has since the

day we came here been governed by the

"Mormon" people; and there is no part of

these United States that compares with

this Territory for prosperity, for good or-

der, for good government, and for free-

dom from taxation and everything else

that is burdensome. And to whom is the

credit due? It is due to the Lord; and

next to Him it is due to His servants and

people.

There have been attempts, and there

will be continued attempts made to

wrest the control of this land from us.

We are engaged in a warfare; we have

been told from the beginning that it is

a warfare that will not cease until righ-

teousness prevails on the earth. Ev-

ery man that enters into this Church, if

he understands the nature of his call-

ing, understands that he enters into

a warfare to contend for the triumph

of truth. Do not those who are op-

posed to the Latter-day Saints recognize

this? Certainly they do; and their ef-

forts have been, and are so directed to-

day, and will continue to be, to wrest that

power from us which the Lord has given


