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similarly situated, where men have to be

home to superintend the nominations, or

they would lose the election. I cannot tell

how many times I have been congratu-

lated on the ease with which I have been

elected. Members ask me if I have to

spend much money and time to secure

my election. I tell them it has never

cost me any trouble in the least; that

I have been elected because the people

want me; and when they do not want

me I should stop at home. There are

some districts in the United States in

the same condition, where men are so

strong in their districts that it is not

necessary that they should return to ar-

range for their election. But in the

most of cases this is what they have to

do; they have to watch very carefully,

and have their friends on the watch for

them, and lay their plans so that they

may not have their primary meetings

and conventions captured by their ene-

mies. I would indeed deplore the exis-

tence of this condition of affairs among

us. If there should be any division of

sentiment among us at any time, let us

do as brethren and sisters should do—

for the sisters have a voice in this mat-

ter as well as the men, and their voice

should have weight; there should be rep-

resentatives of both sexes—and arrange

our differences in the beginning, in our

first meetings and there settle them; and

then let us go to the polls united, as

one body, sinking any differences of opin-

ion we may have, being determined to

carry out that which the majority de-

cides upon, because the majority should

rule, and this is a principle that should

be recognized. The voice of the ma-

jority should be potent, and have influ-

ence with the minority, and the minor-

ity should not rebel against the major-

ity. You take a republican caucus or a

democratic caucus; let them get together

and talk about any principle or upon any

nomination. They set us an example

in some respects, which we might imi-

tate with a good deal of profit. I have

seen and known of them quarrelling, and

have heard strong arguments—the most

bitter arguments; but after the vote has

been taken, after the will of the major-

ity has been announced by vote, then

the minority submit and cast their votes

with the majority. It is so in nominating

the Speaker of the House. The Demo-

cratic speaker of the House is not the

choice of the entire Democratic party, but

he is the choice of the majority. So with

the doorkeeper, sergeant at arms and the

various officers selected, and the minor-

ity submits to the majority. So with the

Republicans in the Senate. It should be

so with us, as a community; we should be

willing to submit to the will of the major-

ity upon these points.

I am thankful, brethren and sis-

ters, in coming back to find so much

prosperity in our Territory. You may

think you have had hard times, as I

have no doubt you have, there is a

scarcity of money, and in some instances

a scarcity of labor. But compared with

the condition of the East, you can well

say you have a good deal of prosper-

ity. It is a most painful thing to

witness the amount of destitution and

poverty found in many of the eastern

cities, and through the land generally.

You can scarcely walk from the Capitol

down Pennsylvania Avenue to the ho-

tel, without being solicited as many as

half a dozen times for charity, colored

people and white people soliciting alms.

And this is the case in most cities. It

is most painful to see respectable peo-

ple, people whom you would not suspect


