
258 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

were in want, from the appearance of

their clothes, ask for alms. And this is

the case almost universally throughout

the east. One of the most grave fears I

noticed in the minds of members during

this and the summer previous to the ad-

journment was, that the difficulty aris-

ing from the hard times, the want of la-

bor, etc., would give rise to destructive

riots. It is true that men's hearts are

failing them in looking forward for the

things that are coming to pass.

In this respect we are not without our

difficulties. We have trouble about wa-

ter. That is one of the weighty ques-

tions that is looming up in our midst—

how to divide our water equitably and

justly, and will have to receive atten-

tion. Another question is, how to em-

ploy our poor people; how shall we put

an end to idleness in our midst? How

shall we furnish employment to our nu-

merous children, our young men and

women growing up? What shall we do

to furnish an abundance of employment

for everyone who desires labor? These

two questions require attention. But

notwithstanding the existence of these

difficulties, our condition in many re-

spects is a most enviable one. We have

a healthy country; we have a country

where we can live in peace and quiet-

ness. The rights of society have been

respected thus far in our midst; secret

combinations do not exist among us hav-

ing for their object the overthrow of ex-

isting institutions or the destruction of

society and property, or the reducing of

property to one common level. There

are no evils of this kind menacing us to-

day. We have an abundance of land. It

is true our land is dry land: but still

there is plenty of room for our young

people to spread out. And there should

be one principle, I think, observed by us,

and that is, that every father and ev-

ery man who has influence in our vari-

ous localities should endeavor to the ex-

tent of his ability and opportunity to be-

stow upon our young men a knowledge

of the various branches of business. It is

a matter pressing itself upon our atten-

tion, and it should receive attention from

us; that every boy and every girl in our

community should be taught something,

some branch of skilled industry by which

they can sustain themselves. If our boys

wish to become farmers, make them the

best of farmers, endeavor to teach them

some knowledge concerning agricultural

chemistry, so that they will be the bet-

ter qualified to make our land as produc-

tive as it can be made. Let our girls be

taught branches adapted to their sex, by

which they can sustain themselves. Let

our great desire in this direction be to be-

come a nation of producers, that idleness

may not be known in our land. This is

a matter that must receive attention; it

has received some, but it must receive

more. If some of our boys evince a de-

sire to become herdsmen, efforts should

be made to put them in possession of

books on stock-raising. The very best

sources of information respecting this

business should be placed within their

reach to enable them to raise the very

best animals; and this desire to make the

best use of the blessings of God, should

be encouraged and entertained by all.

Do not forget, my brethren and sisters,

the teachings you have heard and which

have been repeated in our hearing for so

many years; I refer to the saving and

storing of grain; for the day will come

when you will see the wisdom of doing

so, and when many of you will doubtless

wish you had profited by it. For I tell you


