BUT ONE CHURCH OF GOD, ETC.

that wars and desolation will cover the
land, just as prophets have declared they
would; and these are coming, coming,
coming, as plainly and as surely as the light
comes in the morning before the sun rises
above the summit of yonder mountains,
and before we see his rays. We see the light
approaching from the east, which gives us
notice that the sun is upon us, and that we
will soon feel his rays. So with the signs
of the times at the present. We have only
to read the newspapers, and look abroad
and see confusion, and see difficulties, and
see war, and see pestilence foreshadowing
themselves over the land. And these things
will come to pass as sure as the Lord has
spoken it, and as sure as His servants have
testified to these words. I say you should be
thankful every morning, noon and night,
and all day long, that you are in these
mountains, and that your families are so
comfortably taken care of in these secluded
valleys. You may have difficulties to con-
tend with, we may have many things that
render our position unpleasant; but never-
theless our position is the most enviable of
any community or any people within the
confines of the United States, from Canada
in the north to Mexico in the south. There
are no people who enjoy a more enviable
position. Men have already begun to ac-
cord this to us, and say our location is ex-
ceedingly desirable. And the fact is being
understood and recognized, that there has
been what they call a series of fortunate
circumstances, but which we call the provi-
dences of God, around this people, that
have placed us in a most wonderful posi-
tion to exercise power and do great good.
Every time I come home I have these feel-
ings deepened in my heart. I feel more
thankful every time I come in sight
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of these mountains from the east; it seems
that every trip increases my thankfulness,
to see the homes and places which God
has given unto us, to which He has led
us and which He has made so blessed in
our dwelling here. We are blessed with
pure healthy water; and the sun, although
its rays are fierce, does not have the ef-
fect upon us as upon the people in the
east. If the thermometer were to rise 10
degrees higher, I would rather endure the
heat here, say at 100 degrees, than at 90
degrees in the east. I feel more vigorous,
which is doubtless in consequence of the
cool and refreshing canyon breezes which
blow down upon us evenings and nights,
which enable us to recuperate from the
wastes of the day. This is only one thing,
but it shows how good the Lord has been
in leading us out to this land; and the time
will yet come when we will appreciate our
position, geographically, still more, when
the calamities which have been spoken of
by ancient and modern prophets overtake
the inhabitants of the earth as well as those
of our own nation. Look at our nation
for instance; it is asserted by a majority
of the people that the President has been
put in his position by fraud. Although it
has not been proven that President Hayes
has been a party to the fraud, and indeed,
I believe him to be free from accusations of
this kind, yet this does not change the fact
that a majority of the nation believe that
he occupies the presidential chair through
fraud. And of course if this is the case
his Cabinet is not legally chosen. But it
shows the condition we are coming to;
those of you who are posted in the results
of what is called the Potter investigating
committee are acquainted with the irregu-
larities that have been brought to light,
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