
reception of the Holy Ghost. They were 
born of the water and of the Spirit, and 
were made new creatures in Christ Jesus. 
They were instructed in the principles of 
the Gospel, and they had placed among 
them Prophets, Apostles, Pastors, Teachers, 
Evangelists. We are told that these men 
were authorized by Jesus to preach the 
Gospel to all the nations of the earth. 
We are told that they were to tarry at 
Jerusalem, until they had received power 
from on high, notwithstanding all the 
teachings they had had from the Savior. 
What was that power? It was the gift of 
the Holy Ghost. Had they not received it? 
Not in the sense here implied. What, not 
those that had been with Jesus? No, I re-
peat, not in the sense here implied. Jesus 
emphatically told them that it was neces-
sary He should go away; for if He went not 
away the Comforter would not come. He 
instructed His Apostles to teach certain 
principles that should exist and that ought 
to prevail among all the human family. But 
the people have departed from these things. 
The Gospel put them in possession of the 
Holy Ghost, which brought things past to 
their remembrance, led them into all truth, 
and showed them of things to come. The 
Savior explained the office of the Holy 
Ghost. It would enable those who received 
it to comprehend the past, the present and 
the future. It would draw aside the curtain 
of the invisible world, and they would be 
enabled to gaze through the dark vista of 
future ages and comprehend the purposes 
of God, as they rolled forth in all their 
majesty, glory and power. And then in the 
church, as I have said, there were placed 
Prophets, Apostles, Pastors, Teachers, 
etc., for the perfecting of the Saints, 
and for the work of the ministry; that

men properly qualified and endowed of 
God, by His Holy Spirit, and ordained and 
set apart by Him, might go forth as mes-
sengers of life and salvation to the nations 
of the earth. Hence they had their Twelve, 
their Seventies, their Bishops, and the vari-
ous officers of the Church. This organiza-
tion to which I now refer, existed 1,800 
years ago, on the continent of Asia, and 
according to accounts given in the Book 
of Mormon, a similar organization exist-
ed on this continent. Here they had their 
Twelve, and these Twelve were commis-
sioned to preach the Gospel as the others 
were on the continent of Asia. Jesus visited 
them here as He visited the others in Asia, 
and they were placed under His guidance 
and direction.

Now, what condition was the world in 
before the Gospel we now preach was intro-
duced? Many of you older men here—there 
are not so many old men here as we find 
in some places—lived when the Gospel 
was not upon the earth. I did and many 
others did. Where could we find anything 
resembling that which was taught by Jesus? 
Nowhere on the face of the wide earth. 
Apostles, Prophets, Pastors, Teachers, etc., 
were nowhere to be found. Do I know 
this? I do know it, for I lived in the world 
at that time. I knew what was going on. I 
was mixed up with their teachers, and was 
well acquainted with the different societ-
ies and organizations. Did they have the 
Gospel as laid down in the Scriptures? No. 
I remember reading with very great inter-
est the remarks of one of the Wesleys—I do 
not remember now whether it was Charles 
or John—in some poetry of his: 

“From chosen Abraham’s seed the new 
Apostles choose 

O’er isles and continents to spread the 
soul reviving news.”
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