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body of men that exists in the Church

and Kingdom of God. All Stakes must

have such a Council that they may

have a perfect organization among them-

selves. Then you have Bishops, Teach-

ers, etc., whose duties you are famil-

iar with, the same being laid down in

the Book of Doctrine and Covenants.

Brother Ricks here is your President,

and with one or two exceptions, Bish-

ops have been appointed in all the

Wards, that everybody in the various set-

tlements may be placed under proper

government, and under the guidance

and direction of the Almighty, accord-

ing to the laws that He has introduced

in His Church. For this purpose you

have been taught to gather together in

your towns and villages, and certain in-

structions have been given in regard to

these matters. Before these instruc-

tions were given, Brother Preston and

Brother Ricks were directed to come out

and examine this land, and they found

it was suitable for the settlements of

the Saints. They were then requested

by me to furnish a plan of the country,

and also select places for cities and have

them surveyed, to provide lots for meet-

inghouses, schoolhouses, Relief Societies

and Mutual Improvement Associations.

All of which they promptly attended to.

The Stake of Bannock was afterwards

organized, as also a Presidency for the

Stake. Town sites were selected and sur-

veyed, and then the instructions which

you have heard read were given by the

First Presidency. We find you have a very

good country, and are pleased to see you

as comfortably situated as you are. It is

hard struggling always to start new set-

tlements. I am pleased, however, to find

so many of our young men embarking in

this enterprise; and by and by you will

have a number of most beautiful cities in

this portion of country. The land is quite

productive, as was evidenced by the sam-

ples of oats, wheat, corn, turnips, etc.,

exhibited here yesterday. These things

show you have got into a tolerably good

country; and you have almost more wa-

ter than you know what to do with; but

when the time comes when all the land

is taken up between these mountains,

these streams will not be quite so big as

they are now; you will be able to man-

age them a little better, for the earth

will drink up a good deal of water. It

seems to me your lines have fallen in

pleasant places. Don't be discouraged

about anything. Everything is moving

along all right. The great thing is to

conform yourselves to the circumstances

in which you are placed. There is one

thing I have been very much pleased to

learn. I requested Brother Preston, in

talking about these things, to see that

in the neighborhood of every town there

should be a piece of ground set apart for

the benefit of missionaries' families; be-

cause we shall be calling upon the El-

ders here to go forth and preach the

Gospel, the same as we are doing in

other parts of the land of Zion. I asked

Brother Preston to set a pattern here in

this respect to the balance of the land

of Zion, and then report to me, and I

would call upon all other peoples in the

land of Zion to do the same, that the

families of the missionaries may have

bread and other supplies, and thus be

sustained and looked after, and not feel

in any kind of bondage. Most of the

missionaries, perhaps, would not be in

needy circumstances, but if they should

there will be something for their families

and they will have no excuse to back out

under these circumstances. And then

we call upon the older men among the


